Twenty-five years ago our home was destroyed by an Iowa National Guard plane piloted by 
federally-employed men. This narrative describes the troubling years of uncertainty for payment 
and the ultimate conclusion four years lacking one day later. 

I have tried several times to record all the events, but my emotions have not allowed me to 
relive that frustrating period in my life until now. This year I decided it must be done. This 


account includes history and heritage information which is of interest to my children and 


grandchildren. 
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IOWA WOMAN DESCRIBES JET CRASH ON FARM 


| Recalls a Horrible Piercing Sound,’ 
| Then an ‘Ear-Shattering Explosion’ 
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Farm Became Inferno 


Blazing fuel froga the jet quickly engulfed the Tjernagel home. 
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City, routed from their farm home Monday night 
when a jet fighter plane crashed and exploded on it 
| reassembled Tuesday morning around Tjernagel's 
bed at Story City Memorial Hospital in Story City. 
x He suffered shock. The others are, from left, 


liis 


x The family of Peter Tjernagel of rural Story 


Ames, lowa, Tuesday, December 10, 1968 
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Family Survives 


REGISTER PHOTO BY JOHN HOULETTE 


Tjernagel's brother, Herman, 70; Peter Tjernagels 
wife, Marie, 51, and their children, Martin, 18; 
Michael, 20; Ingeborg, 12, and Sigrid, 15, who was 
hospitalized with back and arm cuts. Mrs. Tjernagel 
was treated for a hand burn. The two Iowa Air 
National Guard members in the F-89 were killed. 
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"Mom, may I make supper this evening? | want to try the recipe Mrs. Petersen gave us 
yesterday at church," asked Sigrid, my 15-year old daughter on Monday evening, December 9, 
1968. 

"That will be fine," I answered. "While you make supper, I'll take a bath so I'm ready to go 
to the baby shower for Stromley's with Henrietta at 7 o'clock." 

Supper was in the oven; I had just come out of the bathroom, curlers in my hair. Our son, 
Martin, was in the barn finishing his chores. Mike, our older son, had been drafted into the army 
so had not returned to college. His number was deferred from September to November and then 
to February. He was getting Pete, my husband, a rheumatoid arthritis victim, out of bed where 
he listened to the evening news before coming to the supper table. Ingeborg, our youngest 
daughter, had fed the dog, Buster, and tied him for the night. Herman, Pete's older brother who 
lived with us, was also listening to Walter Cronkite on the evening news. So began the evening of 
December 9, 1968 which would change our lives forever. 

Suddenly, there was a powerful eerie loud noise all over. Sigrid looked into the oven at her 
casserole and said, "Mom, what is that awful noise?" Before I could answer, there was an earth- 
shaking BOOM! The windows in the house blew in, the telephone came flying across the kitchen, 
wood beams, plaster and chaos filled the whole house. Thick dust was everywhere. A huge red 
ball of fire came through the broken paneless window, rolling slowly between Sigrid and me. 
Luckily my hair was in curlers so it didn't burn badly; my hand was scorched. As suddenly as it 
had come into the room, the fireball disintegrated. Looking into the yard we saw patches of grass 
on fire in many places, the treetops were on fire, the garage wall was gone and the roof was 
burning. Herman's car parked in front of the garage was in shambles. Every one of us was alert 
and alarmed. Herman quickly viewed the situation and said, "We have to go out the south music 
room door." We all fell in line; fire burned all over behind us; the utility room and the kitchen 
were ablaze. 

Mike picked his father up in his arms and we ran out the south door. Martin had just opened 
the barn door to come to the house when the explosion sent him sprawling about 40 feet back 
inside the barn. He quickly picked himself up, saw devastation all over and ran to the house. He 
could not get in the usual back room door because it was all in flames, so he came in through the 
broken dining room window. He saw us racing out the music room door. Grabbing his father's 
wheelchair, he joined us outside in the yard. 1 realized at once that we needed coats so I ran back 
inside, grabbed coats for the two girls and my husband, got a strong whiff of smoke and knew I 
had to get out fast. I also grabbed our one-drawer farm file and left the house. 

Mike asked, "Where should I put Dad?" Martin said, "I'll get the car." It was parked on the 
north side of the house. When Martin came with the car, all the windows had been blown in and 


Martin was sitting in a seat full of glass. 
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I said, "We can't put Dad in there." 

The back end of the car was in flames. Why didn't it blow up so close to the gas tank? 
Because God was watching out for us. He was with us every step of the way. A neighbor, Mary 
Ellen Moore, had just arrived in her car and said, "Here, put Pete in my car." We did and I and 
the girls went with them to the Story City Hospital Emergency. Sigrid's back was sore and 
bleeding and Pete was in severe shock. My hand hurt. 

Many neighbors arrived at the farm and were offering help. We were told a jet had crashed 
into the ground about 100 feet from the house, behind the corncrib full of the year's crops. Fuel 
sprayed all over the farm buildings, causing the trees and grass to burn everywhere. Mary Ellen 
took us to the emergency entrance of the hospital where Pete was admitted at once and whisked 
off to a private room. Dr. Honsinger treated me first and then gave me a yellow pill which I 
recognized as similar to Pete’s sleeping pills. 

"I can’t take this now. There’s too many things to do," I said. 

"I want you to take this pill anyway. It won't put you to sleep," he said. Reluctantly I took it 
and went directly upstairs to find Pete. A nurse met me and said, "We've already had a call from 
the Pentagon inquiring about the condition of the family." My word, it hasn't been half an hour!! 
Sigrid had to have 12 stitches in her back and was admitted as a patient. Ingeborg and I were 
okay, trying to piece together what had happened and where to turn next. 

After I made sure Pete was comfortable and fairly well settled in his room, I went to find 
Sigrid. As I entered her room, she said, "Mom, let me borrow your comb. My hair is a sight." 


Then it dawned on me - I haven't so much as a comb, purse, no driver's license or identification 


papers - everything is gone! 


By 8:30 pm the National Guard ordered everyone away from the farm. Follinglo was the 
name given to the farm when it was homesteaded by my husband's grandfather, O.A.L. 
Tjernagel, in 1856. Follinglo was the maiden name of his wife, Martha Karina Anderson Follinglo 
and the farm was named after her. 

A lot of sentiment was connected with that farm. It had been the home of several uncles who 
had married late in life and of one unmarried aunt, Bertha, affectionately known to her nieces and 
nephews as "Tante". Because it was a Century Farm and was situated in the middle of a section 
of land, the Department of Transportation chose to "bend" Interstate 35 when it was built in 
1967. The Interstate went south of the farm grove so the buildings were not destroyed. Many 
interesting buildings were on the farm: a cement smokehouse for curing meats, two large barns, a 


two-car garage, a unique corncrib built in 1915 of cement posts and very sturdy, and of course the 
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family home and the Birdhouse - given this name because of its size in comparison to the family 


home. 

The National Guard had to call in a snowplow from Ames to clear Interstate 35 
about 300 feet from the crash site. Many cars going by had flat tires from the debris scattered on 
the road. The big farm-house had burned to the ground; the second house on the farm, The 
Birdhouse, was severely damaged as were the huge barn and the garage. The corncrib took the 
main thrust of the crash. By the grace of God we were able to escape because it was filled with 
nearly 10,000 bushels of corn and soybeans which continued to burn and smolder for months. 

About 10:30 that evening Ingeborg and I left the hospital and went to the home of Mary and 
Luverne Frette to spend the night. Sleep was impossible, but prayers of thanks for saving my 
family and prayers of help needed in the days and weeks to come helped calm me down. My 
sister Gertrude and her husband, Sigurd, arrived from New Ulm, MN about 2 o'clock during the 
night. It was sooooooo good to see them. 

For security reasons the National Guard shut off the road leading to the farm and no one was 
admitted. They did not want any trespassers to disturb any of the debris that might give them 
clues as to the cause of the accident. Even the school bus the next morning was searched before it 
was allowed to pass on the road to the next family. The Guard brought in many reserves to walk 
the fields picking up debris row by row in the cornfields. They hauled away truckloads of plane 
parts. Martin had about 30 baby pigs in the big barn and refused to let the National Guard feed 
them so he received special permission to enter the area wearing a special cap and carrying 
identification papers. Many, many people tried to get on the farm grounds, some with concocted 
stories and downright lies. Items not destroyed were actually stolen - Ingeborg's sled, several 
birdhouses, a picnic table, wagon wheels we used for novelty items and a variety of things 
including a cast iron dinner bell we used to summon help if needed for one of the elderly living 
there. 

Our neighbors, friends and relatives were wonderful help. They furnished items we could use 
to start over - food, clothing, furniture, beds - everything we needed. Our pastor, Paul Petersen, 
and my niece Judy and Paul Helland from Waterloo came early Tuesday morning. There were 
many, many people around, but family is special at trying times as this. 

The Air Force men I worked with were kind and considerate. I was given one name to call if 1 
had any questions or concerns. He was very helpful. The National Guard made a thorough 
investigation of the crash, spending over two weeks picking up debris and piecing together the 
enormity of the loss and details. We were told that two Iowa National Guard planes piloted by 
federally-employed men were flying a mission from Des Moines to Mason City. One plane was 
flying upside down when something went wrong. The National Guard reported that at that 


particular time in the evening - about 6:15 on a clear December night - it is hard to determine the 


circumstances because of the stars in the sky and the mercury vapor lights on the ground. Both 
crewmen were killed when the plane hit the ground at 600-700 miles an hour. The Air Force dug 
50 feet into the ground to retrieve the engine of the jet but did not reach it. 

The community was wonderful. They found a vacant home in Story City for seven people, 
furnished it and had supper ready for us by Tuesday evening. Since it was close to Christmas, 
they even had a Christmas tree and many decorations for us. They were so thoughtful and let my 
two daughters decorate the Christmas tree. My husband and I were humbled and gratefully 
appreciative of every courtesy. 

Sigrid was dismissed from the hospital the next morning although she was not to go to school 
for the rest of the week. On Wednesday morning my sister and I were going to get some clothes 
ready - shorten, lengthen, whatever - for Ingeborg so she could go back ro seventh grade. I was all 
set to measure hems, Gertrude was going to hand stitch the hems and we sent Ingeborg upstairs to 
find a dress/skirt she wanted to wear her first day back. As she came down the stairs, Gertrude 
and I started to laugh. We did not have a single needle, common pin, nor an inch of thread, no 
scissors, simply nothing to work with. It struck us comical that we hadn't thought of this before. 
Wanda Johnson, our neighbor across the street, soon heard about this and it wasn't long before we 


had her entire sewing drawer and we got to work. How easily we take things for granted. 


Friday just after lunch Adjutant General May from the Iowa National Guard came to see me. 
He was dressed in full military attire with many decorations on his chest - very impressive. His 
driver introduced us, we shook hands, and he said, "Who are you going to sue?” 

I was completely speechless. "Sue? Sue?" I said. "Do I have to sue?" 

"Well," he said, "You'll have to sue the State of Iowa or the Federal Government." 

"For pity's sake. I'm trying to get my family together. I haven't had a chance to think about 
such yet.” 

What a blow!! What were they expecting of me? What were they thinking of? I told him | 
was not ready to make such a decision yet. We were innocent victims and we had to sue to 
recover what was destroyed! 1 must be hearing wrong. 

Each day brought new problems, new incidents, but blessings also. The neighbors were so 
thoughtful and kind. Pete was in and out of the hospital. On January 5th the doctor told me 
Pete would not live out the day, but he did. By afternoon he was conversing with us and feeling 
so much better. Prayer is very helpful in so many ways. 

On January 29th Pete was not feeling well again and he decided it was a good idea to go to 
the hospital before he became real bad. Michael and Martin took him into the hospital. The girls 


had a music program at school that evening and Pete insisted I attend it. I went to see him in the 
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afternoon and sat with him for about half an hour, but he was asleep the whole time. The boys 
went in to see him after supper while I was at the program and they reported, "Dad was asleep. 
We waited but he didn't wake up." About 9:30 the phone rang and the nurse said, "Pete isn't 
looking good. Why don't you come." I said I'd be right there. Before I had my coat on, the 
phone rang again and the nurse said, "All of you come." We woke Herman and hurried but Dad 
died before we drove the four blocks to the hospital. 

Pete's funeral was only 56 days after the crash. The service was at St. Petri Lutheran Church 
in Story City because we knew there would be more people than we could accommodate at our 
Bethany Church in the country. Family, relatives, friends and neighbors came to our aid again 
and helped ease our burden. God does not give us more trials than we can bear, but at times I felt 
He overestimated my ability! 

A big concern for me now was Pete's Aunt Bertha at the TB Sanitorium in Oakdale. We 
visited her to tell her of the destruction of Follinglo and she had accepted that quite well. She was 
87 years old and Pete was very important to her. She often thanked God for saving the lives of all 
seven of us. I had to make the trip to tell her of Pete's death and it was hard. After his funeral I 
made several trips to see her, to pray with her and to make sure she knew we loved her. She was 
moved to another section of Oakdale because she needed more care. On March 11th a call came 
from Dr. Spear's office in Oakdale that God had called Aunt Bertha Home to Himself. I went 
with Dennis Soderstrum, the funeral director, to Oakdale to get her body and all her things. 
How wonderful of the staff to help us load all her things into the station wagon and save me 
another weary trip to Oakdale. People are so kind and thoughtful; it's hard to fully express my 
deep gratitude. 

After Tante's funeral, Neelak Tjernagel, her nephew, and I, as administrators of her will, met 
and divided her personal items as she had indicated to the best of our ability. Tante was special to 
so many of us, but especially to my family and me. It was difficult to give her up, but again God 
was with us giving us strength and comfort. 

After Pete’s death, I knew I had a big decision to make. Our nation was at war in Vietnam. 
Both Michael and Martin had draft numbers and were of the age to go into military service. | 
needed someone at home to help farm. Michael had had two years of college. Martin was not a 
student; he had been a farmer since he was two years old! Should I ask the draft board to defer 
Michael? But then I was sure Martin would have to go in another year. I prayed and prayed about 
it. I talked to several close friends and it seemed Martin could be of more help to farm in our 
present situation. So in April Michael went into the service. What a sad day! Gruesome pictures 
from Vietnam loomed big on television. Mike went over in 1970 and served only three months 
when he got Infectious Hepatitis. During his recuperation at Fr. Riley in Kansas, he got to come 
home for a short visit. He told me what clothes to send for the trip home and I followed orders. 
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As he got out of the car in front of our house at 910 Eighth Street, he stretched after traveling 
many miles and his pants fell to his ankles. Oh, he was so thin and yellow jaundiced. 

On June 9th, 1969 Martin was married to Diane Sorenson of Story City and we were busy 
with farm work and wedding plans. They bought a house trailer and moved it to the farm and 
lived there. Now three people had left our home so we really did not need such a big house. 
Herman could go on his own now that we would no longer be living at Follinglo. Another 
generation would take over. I had to go to work away from home for the first time since I was 
married to Pete. I took the training to be a Homemaker Health Aide in Story County. 

Follinglo Farm belonged to Pete's mother, Jennie Tjernagel. Herman and Pete farmed the 
land for her. Her sister-in-law, Bertha Tjernagel, an unmarried nurse, came to Follinglo Farm to 
care for Jennie after her severe stroke. Bertha had a small building on the farm with some of her 
belongings in it. As a result there were five different claims to be settled with the Air Force: Jennie 
Tjernagel Estate, Bertha Tjernagel Estate, Peter Tjernagel Estate, H&P Tjernagel interest and 
Herman Tjernagel interest. 

I had to make a list of every piece of clothing, summer and winter, all of us owned, every dish 
and utensil in our cupboards, every appliance we had, every piece of furniture, every picture on the 
walls and all of the children's memorabilia from their school years. Where does one start? I 
worked on the list often but it was a huge task. There were many projects and distractions - Pete's 
death, Tante’s death, Mike’s going into the military, planting spring crop, field work, and the 
wedding. There was the task of cleaning up the horrible mess at Follinglo, the Air Force offered 
to pay us for doing the job so they would not have to bring their equipment so far. It was 


impossible to get any long periods of time to concentrate on our claim. | 
By August our claim to the Air Force was completed (we thought) and it was sent in. | 

However, it was returned because Major Reed of Tinker Air Force Base in Oklahoma requested 

additional information. My memory serves me well, but I don't remember what his reason was at 

this particular time. There were maybe two more times that it was returned to us for more 

information and each time it was mailed out, we were told to send it to another address. No 

wonder the Air Force thought we were so late sending it in! The different government agencies | 

didn't communicate with each other and did not realize someone else had our claim. My 

attorney, J.C. Brekken of Randall, and I followed instructions as closely as we knew how. At one 

point I even had to put down the dates that the destroyed clothing had been purchased! I'm sure 


I guessed wrong about many items. 
| 


A lot of pressure about our claim was put on our governor and the legislators by letters being 


written by friends, relatives and neighbors. Governor Ray was very supportive in our fight for 
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settlement. He tried to talk with President Nixon when he was here for the dedication of the 
Rathbun Dam in August of 1971, but he was told "Write to my press secretary, Ron Ziegler." 
Governor Ray wrote many letters and sent Ombudsman, Lawrence Carstenson, to Washington, 
to little avail. In the oral biography on Governor Ray, Jon Bowermaster devotes a whole chapter 
to this dilemma entitled The Tjernagel Affair. 

Senators from both parties acted on our behalf, but perhaps Harold Hughes, although he was 
not from our district, was most influential. He kept in contact with me. Neal Smith and H.R 
Gross also were trying to get help for us. All of them introduced private bills to Congress which 
really didn't do much good, but they make a good impression on constituents. I learned this as 
time went on. Their concern made me feel better. There was such a lot of correspondence, each 
letter giving little information or saying anything very helpful, all trying to cut the red tape 
without success. 

I arrived home from my job at Landscape Architecture at Iowa State about 5:30 p.m. ona 
rainy evening in April and received a phone call from Iowa Legislators Jack Miller and Sonja 
Egenes. It was election time and they were having a program in Nevada and they invited me to 
come to further appeal our case. It was too short a notice for me to attend. Hard feelings were 
expressed later, but I could only do so much. 

The McCarville's from Cresco, IA were in a similar situation to us. She was a widow, 86 years 
of age, with a son living with her. Their home had been destroyed in March of '68 by a Wisconsin 
plane piloted by federally-employed men. Although we were both clearly innocent victims, isn't it 
sad that because we aren't influential people or the "upper class", we have to fight tooth and nail to 
get reimbursed? OUR GOVERNMENT was allowing an 86 year old widow to end her last years 
in a chicken coop because OUR GOVERNMENT was unconcerned and uninterested in a 
situation that OUR GOVERNMENT had brought about and of which OUR GOVERNMENT 
was the cause!! Had I had the money OUR GOVERNMENT used to fight me and my claim, I 
would have been better off financially in the end! Really sad but true. 


Eventually Mike was sent to Fitzsimmons Hospital in Denver, CO where he had exploratory 
surgery and they found 20% of his liver was not functioning. He was dismissed from 
Fitzsimmons in December 1970, but not from military service. Mike met Ada Rude from 
Ellsworth on a blind date when he was home on furlough and with her encouragement and phone 
calls, and visits, he made it through three surgeries. They were married in June, 1972. Again, 
God has been very good and spared Mike to us. Today he's well, working hard every day, and 
farming along with Martin at Follinglo. 


In October 1971 I had a chance to get financial help to take a refresher course for secretarial 
work in Des Moines. With Ingeborg in high school and Sigrid in LPN school in Boone, | 
welcomed the opportunity. The drive to Des Moines every day was hard but I was able to carpool 
with several other students and we made it through. While I was in school, I was becoming more 
irritated, more frustrated, and very disgusted that our claim with the Air Force was being ignored. 
From the beginning of our ordeal, we were given the impression that the Air Force was to blame 
and that they would pay. It was a total surprise when they opposed payment and "dumped" the 
material of our claim with the State of lowa. That would mean we'd have to sue the State to get 
compensation. I absolutely could not be convinced that should be necessary! I was totally an 
innocent victim! I could not afford such action! My attorney wanted to go to Washington, D.C. 
to argue our case, but I firmly opposed that too. Why did we need that expense? Who was going 
to pay for that? I did not have the money. Where would we start once we were in D.C.? Two 
midwestern people striking out blindly in an unfamiliar bureaucracy that seemed relentless, 
unconcerned and "cold". I wanted no part of it! I was innocent, they were guilty, they had 
money to "fight" me - let them come to me! 

It was while I was driving back and forth to Des Moines that I started thinking about writing 
to the president of the United States. In January I started formulating the letter and mulling it 
over in my mind. I had a very good teacher, Mr. Pitcher, who encouraged me and perhaps 
prodded mea little too. In late February I had all but one idea on paper and as I drove through 
Ames on my way home concentrating on this one item that I wanted to include in my letter, I 
exceeded the speed limit on Duff Avenue by 5 miles and got a speeding ticket. Oh, how 
embarrassing - Marie got a ticket!. I paid it without any argument, just more frustration. 1 
mailed my letter to Ron Ziegler, President Nixon's press secretary, on February 29, 1972. I never 
got a reply or an acknowledgment of my letter - just totally ignored, snubbed and insulted. 

Not so with the Des Moines Register and the Roland-Story High School Sociology class. 
Nick Lamberto, of the Des Moines Register, was tremendous. He had interviewed me the night 
of the crash and had urged me to keep in touch with him about any information or any help 
needed. My letter appeared on the front page of the Des Moines Register and publicity began. 
Many, many letters were written to various legislators and congressmen by neighbors, friends, 
relatives and strangers. People were appalled that this claim had not yet been paid - more than 
three years later. 

In March 1972 after my letter appeared in the Des Moines Register, the Sociology class of the 
Roland-Story High School made it their concern to get compensation for us. The class organized 
"Project Justice" and with their Statement of Concern, expressed their convictions as citizens, as 
voters or porential voters. Has OUR GOVERNMENT become so callous towards right and 


wrong that they can no longer serve justice? There have been so many promises, but no action. 
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The purpose of this activity of the class was to draw public attention to obrain justice. It was 
important that the community become a part of this concern. With their teacher, Neil Carolan, 
and two helpful and wonderful neighbors, Peggy Aga and Marilyn Lekwa, the issue was kept 
before the public and everyone was encouraged to write to their legislators and congressmen. 

In April the class informed the state legislators of their petition and signature drive. They 
conducted an interesting and informative program at the farm, the site of the crash. The 
dignitaries and legislative representatives present included: John Murray for Governor Ray; Clark 
Rasmussen for Senator Harold Hughes; Bob Strain for Senator Jack Miller; Clyde Rex, Sonja 
Egenes and Cal Hultman, an aide of Representative William Scherle. Mr. Scherle received the 
Statement of Concern drawn up by the students with the 14,000 signatures collected by the class. 
He would present it to the U.S Judiciary Committee which would have to act on the Tjernagel 
bill. 

On April 9th, I was invited to appear on the KRNT-TV Special Report Program airing on 
Sunday evening. It was only a fifteen- minute program, but Russ VanDyke and Charley Lakin 
did a very good job of interviewing me and showing films of the disaster. The program brought 
response from many individuals who wrote to their legislators and congressmen. When I 
described the black walnut furniture we had in our living room, the Story City photographer, 
Ernest Johnson, remembered he had taken pictures of some of the pieces. He found the negatives 
and I had them developed. It was very helpful in showing the pictures to Colonel Keenan of the 
Air Force later on. Finally Governor Ray decided to ground the National Guard planes out 
of and into the State of Iowa until the claims were settled. 


In May the Air Force officially dropped its opposition to the special bill in Congress to 
require the Federal Government to pay damages to the Tjernagels. This action was now 
completely in the hands of the Legislative Branch of the Federal Government because the 
Executive Branch through the Department of the Air Force had taken a "no objection" position. 

Finally in April 1972 we received word that the Air Force approved our claim and promised 
to provide payment. This was a happy day, believe me. In fact, I was so surprised, yet doubrful, 
that I could hardly believe it - such a mixed reaction! 

Colonel Keenan from the Department of the Air Force came to Des Moines to go over our 
claim. He told us the Air Force was embarrassed by all the mail from many parts of the country 
and decided to pay. Many of our possessions they claimed were too high, bur as I explained 
them to the Colonel, he was ready to give me our price. None of the evaluations of our furniture 


were mine alone. The black walnut coffee table Martin had made at school and presented to me 
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on Mother's Day was priced by his teacher, Mr. David Boster, and by a carpenter neighbor, Mr. 
Lewis Mattson. How do you prove the age and value of an item after it is destroyed? 

* the beautiful all-wool yarn rug measuring ten feet in diameter handmade by Pete's mother 

and Tante?. 

* the solid black walnut music cabinet with the name of the composer inlaid in wood in 16 of 

the 20 drawers made by Pete's father? 

* the marble top antique table and platform rocker that were part of the original parlor set 

purchased in 1861? 

* the oak wash stand with a drawer and place for towels that we had had refinished? It was 

beautiful. 

Colonel Keenan felt we were too high on our recordings. I explained that after the family had 
compiled the list, I asked a clerk at Eschbach's Music Store in Ames to review the list and give me 
a price I could charge. He asked, “Would you recognize the clerk who helped you?" 

I answered, "Oh, I don't know. That was two and a half years ago." 

He asked, "Could you get another estimate?" 

My ire was exploding. I was completely bushed. We'd been at this for nearly ten hours. I 
said, "You didn't like my first estimate. You get the second one!" 

He answered, "I know my recordings are very valuable to me. Mrs. Tjernagel, we'll pay what 
you are asking." 

Whar a relief to have a final settlement agreement on our claim! To know our ordeal with the 
government is finally over with, to be able to make plans, pay bills, and finally to breathe easier. 
As I explained earlier there were five parties to be satisfied so it didn't end quite as quickly as we'd 
have liked, but we were dealing with the government. Our checks came on December 8, 1972 
four years lacking one day since the crash took place December 9, 1968. But now we were 
relieved of a big burden, and we were able to plan and breathe and go on with our lives, disrupted 
as they had been. 

Today I am content, retired and feeling well. I have eight loving and good grandchildren of 
whom I'm very proud and happy. They live within 25 miles of me and I have watched them grow 
and develop into fine Christian youths. God has been with us every step of the way and I thank 
Him often for His guidance and care. "All things work together for good to those who love God" 
and He gets all the credit for His help and love. 
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Tiernagel farm 


iMPACT AREA—Smoking pit, still saturated bits cf the plane remain; some parts were 
with jet fuel, marks point where jet plane scattered, along with dirt and rubble, for sev- 
crashed into ground on Peter Tjernagel farm eral hundred yards. 

north of Story City, Monday evening. Only /5 
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The Bes Moines Begisler 


The Newspaper lowa Depends Upon 


JET SMASHES FARM, 


SEVEN IOWANS 


FLEE, DEBRIS 
LITTERS 1-30 


Home Burns Near 
` Story City 


By Nick Lamberto 
Register Staff Writer) 

STORY CITY. IA. — An lowa 
Air National Guard F-89 Scor- 
pion jet fighter crashed and ex- 
ploded into 
flames just off 
Interstate 35 
near here Mon- 
day night, kill- 
ing the two 
crewmen and setting fire to a 
nearby farm home. 

Seven persons in or around 
the farm home. including six 
members of the Peter Tjeinagel 
family, fled to safety, alihough 
three of them were trealed for 
shock or minor injuries. Peter 
Tjernagel, 5%. who is confined 
to a wheelchair, was carried 
to safety bv a son 

Traffic Jam 

The explosion hurled pieces uf 
the wreckage onto the interstate 
highway itself. creating a traffic 
jam as cars tried to avoid hit- 
ting the chunks of metal. Flam- 
ing jet fuel also set fire to the 
grass on the opposite side of the 
highwav 

The plane itself burrowed 
into the ground just 100 feet 
from the farmhouse. fi left a 
crater ™ leet deep and 50 tect 
across. 

The bodv of one crewman Was 
found in the crater. The second 
body was found about 2.000 feet 
to the northeast 
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Officers said the ejeetion 


mechanism on his seat had been 
activated. but it was nol Known 
immediately whether the para- 
chute had been ۸ 


The fliers were idenlilied as 
Capt. John ll. Rooks, 28. of 
ute 2. Eldora. the pilot; and 
Ist Li. Larry L. Thomas, F. 
of route 1. Ogden, the radar 
operator. 


Training Mission 


The (ighter-interceptor. which 
carries a pilot and a radar 
observer. crashed about two 


miles northeast of here abcut 
6:15 p.m. while on a lrammg 
mission with two other Jowa Air 


Guard planes and a B-58 
bomber. 
A spokesman for the lowa 


Air National Guard said thal 
one of the crewmen abourd 
the plane radioed to one of the 
other planes that there was an 


emergency and the aircraft 
suddenly went into a dive. 

The spokesman said the crew 
aboard the other aircraft was 
not able to understand the radio 
message. 

The buildings on the Tjerna- 
gel farm, also known as the 
“Follinglo place,” are located 
about 100 feet east of the Inter- 
state. 

Witnesses said the plane 
came in from the northeast and 
hit the ground with a “terrible, 
loud explosion” about 50 feet 
northeast of the corncrib and 
about 100 feet from the farm- 
house itself. 

The explosion hurled flam- 
ing wreckage onto the corn 
crib and the farmhouse. 

Another house, 100 feet north 
of the Tjernagel home, was not 
damaged. Its occupants were 


not home. 


Morning, 


Decemoe! 


Six members of the Peter 
Tjernagel family and Peter's 
brother, Herman, 70, were in 
the house when the plane hit. 
Martin Tjernagel, 18, was in a 
barn teeding pigs and was Un- 
hurt. 

Neighbors said the family 
rushed outside seconds after 
hearing the explosion. 

Officials at Story City Memo- 
rial Hospital reported that both 
Tjernagel and his daughter Sig- 
rid, 15, were in good condition. 

T:ernagel was suffering from 
Su and Sigrid suffered cuts 
{rem flying glass on her back 
and arms which required 11 
sW&hes. 

Tjernagel's wife, Marie, was 
cut on the face and was treated 
ai the hospital. 

Other members of the Tjerna- 
gel family are Michael, 20, 
an Ingeborg, 12, They were not 
hurt. 

Mrs. Marie Tjernagel, 51, said 
“We're lucky to be alive. We're 
so very fortunate. We're ter- 
ribly grateful we weren't killed 

or hurt much worse.’ 

Mrs. Tjernagel said her hus- 
band, an invalid with arthritis 
for last eight years, was in bed 
when the plane hit. 


“I had just come out of the 
tub and had my robe on when 
I ran out of the house,” Mrs. 
Tjernagel said. 

“We were just getting ready 
to get my husband out of bed 
to go to the dinner table.” Son 
Mike was in the bedroom with 
his father and Herman and 
Ingerbord were in the living 
room. Sigrid looked into the 
oven to check the dinner which 
was cooking there. 

“We heard this terrific noise 
— I can’t even describe it. 

Windows Blow In 

“Ingrid said, ‘What’s that?’ 
And all of the sudden all the 
windows started blowing in and 
the furniture was blown across 
the room.” 


16 


10, 1008—22 Pages—Two Sections 


Price 10 Cents 


“Sigrid had her back to the 
window and was blown across 
the room. Because she had her 
back to the window we figure 
that's why she got a lot of glass 
cuts in her back. 

“I knew it was an explo- 
sion. I ran to the bedroom to 
see if Pete was O.K. He was 
my first concern. He was all 
right. Mike lifted Pete up 
and carried him bodily out of 

the house and then went back 
in and got the wheelchair. 


“I knew we had to get out 
right away. Fire was popping 
out all over and the furniture 
was knocked down. I thought 
about calling the fire depart- 
ment but the phone was knocked 
cff and wouldn’t work. 

“I never heard anything like 
that sound. It was a piercing 
scream in the air and then all 
of a sudden this loud boom and 
everything tipped over. 

“I ran out with just my robe 
on and I wanted to run back in 
and get some of our stuff but 
12۷ brother-in-law wouldn't let 
me.” 

Mrs. Tjernagel said a neigh- 
bor, Mrs. Earl (Mary) Moore, 
took them to the hospital. “I 
didn’t know until she told me 
that an airplane had crashed,” 
Mrs. Tjernagel said. “Al I 
knew is that we had to get out 
of there.” 

Alvin Hovick, 44, who farms 
a quarter-mile east, said he 
was watching television when 
“all of a sudden it was like a 
bomb exploded — like the 
whole works went up. All the 
windows upstairs were shat- 
tered ”’ 

“I drove down to the Tjerna- 
vel farm” he said. “and they 
were all running around back 
and forth, like they were in a 
state of shock. 

“I took them to the hospital.” 

Highway Patrolman Mike 
Hogan of Webster City said the 
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wreckage from the plane was 
scattered over a 200-yard area. 


Embers Glow 
The Tjernagel house burned 
to the ground and embers from 
it glowed brightly an hour later. 
The corn crib, which contained 


5,000 bushels of corn and 5,000 
bushels of soybeans, also 
burned to the ground. 

Tjernagel collected old cars 
and antiques, a neighbor said. 
Two cars, a cornpicker, a ga- 
rage and antiques in the house 
were desiroyed, officers said. 

Everett Reinertson, 49, who 
farms a half-mile south, said he 
saw “a big ball of fire after the 
explosion—it seemed to cover 
the whole farmyard.” 

“There was a large boom, 
sort of like a sonic boom,” he 
said. 


Homer Brown, 59, who farms 
three-quarters of a mile from 
the Tjernagel farm, said “the 
whole house shook. I looked to 
the south, but I never saw a 
thing. Then I looked to the north 
and I saw the flames. 


“The other planes circled 
the area for about 15 minutes. 
Planes go over here every 
night and we’re kind of used 


to it. But we never had them 
circle like this before.” 


Elvin Johnson, who farms 10 
miles away, said he saw “a 
glow in the sky about 6:15 p.m. 
and I thought it was either a 
gas line explosion or an air- 
plane.” 


A Story City fireman said the 
plane carved out “an enormous 
cavern” as it crashed into the 
farmyard of the farm, owned by 
Peter Tjernagel and his broth- 
er, Herman. 

Flaming debris spread the 
flames to the house, corn crib 
and several smaller buildings 
and into the grassy area on the 
other side of Interstate 35. 


“When we ¿ul there,” he said, 


“there was fire all over. Dirt 
and debris was all over the in- 
cerstate. The interstate 5 
blocked for a while, but it was 
sleared by about 7:15” (one 
hour after the crash). 

He said traffic on the inter- 
state was backed up “as far as 
you could see in both direc- 
tions.” 

Many of the cars, he said, 
were being driven by sighi- 

seers. “As soon as they hear 
the fire whistle blowing, they 
start coming,” he said. 


The two pumpers and one 
water truck in the Story City 
fire department were rushed to 
the scene. Help was also sent 
from Jewell, Roland, Ames, 
Ellsworth and other central 
Iowa communities. 

Air National Guard Brig. Gen 
Roger W. Gilbert said the plane 
that crashed was one of three 
F-89 jets that took off from Des 
Moines at 5:50 p.m. 

He said they were on a 90- 
minute iraining mission with a 
B-58 bomber, practicing me- 
Jium-level intercepting. 
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Webster City 


X near Story City locates 
the site of the Monday night 
crash of an Iowa Air Na- 
tional Guard jet fighter 
plane that had taken off 
irom Des Moines Municipal 
Airport. 


CrashingJetL eftGaping Crater 


x AIR FORCE SALVAGE crewmen on the job Tuesday, said .——- 
the scene at the Tjernagel farmstead looked like Korean and === 
Vietnam villages after an air attack. A large corn combine was == 
flattened by the blast and a corn crib was still burning Tuesday 
morning. Boone News-Republican staff photos. 
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blasted in the ground by the impact of the jet crash. Parts of 


the were still burning Tuesday morning 15 hours after the 
crash. 
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THIS WAS THE SCENE 73 dido after a National 
Guard jet crashed on the Herman and Peter Tjernagel 
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Tjernagel and the WheBicheir from the flaming home. The 
Tjernagel home was engulfed in flames by the time 


farm near Story City, la. Ruins of the home, destroyed Story City, la., firemen arrived. The crash shook Story 
by flaming fuel, are in front of tenant house left standing. City “like an earthquake," one observer said. These pic- 


The Tjernagels are members of the Farmers Cooperative 
Grain Company at Randall, la. The wheelchair belongs 


to Peter Tjernagel, crippled by arthritis. A son carried 


Plane Crash Engulfs 


lowans’ Farm Home 


A Randall, Ia., cooperative mem- 
ber and his family narrowly es- 
caped death Dec. 9 when an Iowa 
Air National Guard jet crashed 
near their home and engulfed it 
in flames. 


The Peter Tjernagel family was 
preparing for supper when the 
jet, which had just taken off from 
Des Moines, hit about 100 feet 
from the house. The Tjernagel 
farm is four miles northeast of 
Story City. 

Mrs. Tjernagel had heard a “hor- 
rible, piercing humming sound,” 
before the “ear-shattering explo- 
sion.” Then, the room was filled by 


a “ball of flame.” 


Tjernagel, crippled by arthritis, 
was in a bedroom. A son, Michael, 
20, was helping his father get into 
his wheelchair. He carried his 
father to safety. Mrs. Tjernagel 
grabbed a small file cabinet con- 
taining insurance papers and farm 
records. Also fleeing the flaming 
home were a daughter, Sigrid, 15, 
Ingeborg, 12, and  Tjernagel's 
brother, Herman, 70. Another son, 
Martin, 18, was in the barn. 


The plane's two-man aed Capt. 
John H. Rooks of Eldora, Ia., and 
Lt. Larry L. Thomas, Ogden, la., 
were killed, Pr کی‎ 


tures were taken by Donald Larson and Laine Mathia- 
son, Rae Gene Studio, Story City, la. 


Tjernagel and the daughter 
were treated for shock, and Mrs. 
Tjernagel for hand burns. 


Members of the family were un- 
aware of the cause of the inferno 
until they arrived at the hospital. 
Michael believed a furnace had ex- 
ploded. 

Besides the home and “priceless” 
antique furnishings, the family lost 
three cars in the garage and a 
corncrib containing 4,000 bushels 
of corn and 6,000 bushels of soy- 
beans. Part of the house was built 
in 1864 and it had been in the 
Tjernagel family since the land 
was homesteaded. 

The house contained dozens of 
antiques. Some of the chairs had 
violin-shaped backs handcarved by 
Tjernagel’s father. 

Two unoccupied homes have 
been offered to the Tjernagel fam- 
ily and a fund to assist them was 
established at the Story County 


` State Bank at Story City. 
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The above crater was dug by the lowa Air National Guard F-89 Scorpion jet 
fighter as it crashed and exploded about 100 yards east of Interstate 35. 
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bers of the National Guard kept watch over the aftermath of the crash. 
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IOWAN'S CHUTE 
PANELS RIPPED 


By Nick Lamberto 
(Register Staff Writer) 

STORY CITY, IA. — Three 
panels ripped out of the para- 
chute of Air Guard Ist Lt. Lar- 
ry L. Thomas, 39, vi near Og- 
den. as he plunged to his death 
on a farm field about four miles 
northeast of here, it was re- 
vealed Tuesday. 

An Iowa Air Guard F-89 Scor- 
pion jet crashed and exploded 
about 300 feet east of Interstate 
35 about 6:15 p.m. Monday, set- 
ting fire to the Peter Tjernagel 
farın hame and corn crib and 
strewing wreckage over the 
highway. 

Pilot Killed 

Killed in the crash was the 
pilot, Capt. John H. Rooks, 28, 
of Eldora. His body was found a 
short distance from where the 
plane plunged into the ground. 

The impact of the crash left a 
hole 30 feet deep and 50 feet 
across and shattered windows in 
farm homes a quarter-mile 
away. 

Thomas’ body was found 
about 2,000 feet to the north- 
east of the crash site. The 
body was on the dinghy bed 
roll which is part of the para- 
chute survival equipment. 

An official said Thomas, who 
was radar observer on the 


Tjernagel's wife, Marie. 51; 
brother, Herman, 70; daughters 
Sigrid, 15, and Ingeborg, 12, and 
son Michael, 20, were in: the 
house when it caught fire. An- 
other son, Martin, 18, was doing 
chores in a barn. 


Carries Father 


Michael Tjernagel carried his 
father, invalided by arthritis for 
eight years, from the house, 
then returned for his father's 
wheel chair and a file contain- 
ing insurance papers. 

Mrs. Tjernagel was treated 
for cuts and burns. Sigrid re- 
ceived 11 stitches for cuts on 
the arms and back caused by 
flying glass. She and her father, 
suffering from shock, were hos- 
pitalized at Story City Memorial 


Hospital and were reported in 


good condition. 


Brig. Gen. Roger Gilbert, 
commander of the 132nd Air 
Defense Wing, said three F- 
89s had left their base at the 
Des Moines Municipal Airport 
about 5:50 p.m. and were 
climbing out toward a rendez- 
vous and interception mission 
with an Air Force B-58 Hus- 
tler bomber. 


The plane piloted by Captain 
Rooks was the lead plane and 


the other two F-89s trailed it bv ` 


about 1,000 yards. 

The flight checked in by radio 
at 21,000 feet and was to report 
again at 23,000 feet and 26,000 
feet. Crewmen of the other two 
planes heard garbled distress 
calls from the lead plane. 

Full Power 


An observer said that “sud- 


stricken plane, apparently had denly the lead plane started 


ejected properly from the plane 


‘sashaying’ around, rolled over | 


but was “going too fast at the and went in, apparently under 


time” and the “panels just 
ripped out of the chute.” 

Both crewmen are equipped 
with ejection seats, which op- 
erate with an explosive mechan- 
ism that boosts the individual 
crewman from the plane. 

Below certain altitudes the 
parachute opens automatically 
even though the user may be 
unconscious or incapacitated. — 


If the crewman is conscious, 
he can open the parachute 
manually. 

Flaming wreckage and fuel 
from the crashed plane set fire 
to the farm home of Peter Tjer- 
nagel, 58. 


ful power.” 
The crews in the other planes 


could see the exhaust of the 
plane glowing under full power 
‘2s it 


plunged earthward in an 


invei ed position headed in a 
southwesterly direction. 


The plane could have been 
traveling between 600 and 700 
miles an hour in its downward 
plunge. 


The distress signal from the 
stricken plane was recorded by 
the Chicago Air Traffic Control 
Center but has been impounded 
iy Air Force investigators. 

When a crewman uses his 
ejection seat to leave the plane, 
a beep-beep signal is emitted 
from his survival equipment. 
This signal also was recordei 
by several ground stations, ap- 
parently after Thomas ejectej 


from the plane. 


MI 


Team at Scene 


An eight-man Air Force inves 
Agation team from Richards- 
Gebaur Base, Kansas City, Mo., 
arrived at the scene Tuesday. 

The team will explore all 
probable causes, including such 
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Larry L. Thomas 
Radar Observer 


John Rooks 
Pilot 


things as mechanical or struc- 
tural failure, whether the pilot 
had a heart attack or had been: 
taking medicine of some kind 
and possible lack of oxygen for 
the crew. m 
Heading the investigation 
team is Col. Ed L. Rathbun of 
Bangor, Maine. He estimated 
he investigation will take a 
minimum of two weeks. 


It was the first fatal acci- 
dent for the 132nd Air Defense 
Wing in more than 11 years. 
The last previous fatal acci- 
dent was an air collision at 
Casper, Wyo., in August, 1957. 
Two pilots were killed in that 
accident. 


Survived by 
Wife, 2 Children 


Thomas is survived by his 
wife, Mary. Ann, 28, a son, Mi- 
chael, 7; a daughter, Karen, 
6 months; his parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Thomas of Aller- 
‘on; two brothers, Leland in the 
Air Force at Hickam Air Base, 
Hawaii, and Lloyd of Allerton, 
and two sisters, Mrs. Nelma 
Hysell of Allerton and Mrs. 
Judy Lazell, living in Washing- 
ton state. 


Lieutenant Thomas was 
born at Cambria and was 
graduated from Allerton High 
School. He met his wife while 
both were in high school. They 
were married Aug. 16, 1958. 


Lieutenant Thomas served 
four years as an enlisted man in 
the Air Force before he re- 


‚turned to school at lowa State 


University, Ames. He was £rad- 
uated from Iowa State in 1964 
and then went on active duty a 
year to take navigator training 
for later service with the lowa 
Air Guard. 

He flew training missions se 
eral times a month with the Air 
Guard. The family moved to a 
new home in a housing develop- 
ment 3 miles east of Ogden 
three months ago. Before that 
the family lived in Ogden. 

Recently, he was promoted to 
assistant district manager of 
he Sinclair Oil Corp., with of- 


fices at Slater. He was a past 
. president of the Ogden Jaycees. 


Services are tentatively set 
for Thursday morning at the 
Ogden Methodist Church. 

Captain Rooks was honored 
last year as Outstanding Air 
Crewman in Air Defense Units 
by the National Guard Bureau 
He was presented with an 
award at a dinner in Washing- 
ton, D.C., in October, 1967. 
` He was a graduate of Eldora 
High School and Iowa State 
University. He was associated 
with his father in the Rooks 
Implement & Appliance Co. at 
Eldora. He also had applied for 
a job as an airline pilot. 

Captain Rooks was active in 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
the Eldora Newcomers Club. 

Survivors include his Wife, 
Marcia; a daughter, Julie, 5; a 
son, Matthew, one; his parents, 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Rooks of 
Eldora: two brothers, Ike of 
Waterloo and Robert at home, 
and two sisters, Robert's twin, 
Robin, and Donna. 
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FIREMEN were able to save this house adjacent to the 
Tjernagel home, but its interior was badly smoke and water 
damaged. The occupants, Mr. and Mrs. Lyle Gustafson, pictured 
here, formerly of Boone, were able to salvage most of their be- 


longings. 
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TJERNAGEL FARM HOME—Burned farm home on Peter 
Tjernagel farm was only pile of ruins Tuesday morning. 
Plane crashed about 100 yards from the house, but jet fuel 
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caused fire which burned both the house and filled corn crib 
on the farm. 
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Cause unknown in 
fatal jet crash 


An lowa Air National Guard 
jet fighter screamed to a fiery 
crash northeast of Story City 
Tuesday night, killing the two 
airmen in the plane and destroy- 
ing a house on the Herman and 
Peter Tjernagel farm. 

Six occupants of the house es- 
caped with minor injuries as 
the home was sprayed with 
flaming aircraft fuel. 

In the house at the time of 
the crash were Peter Tjernagel, 
58, an invalid, his brother, Her- 
man, 70, his wife, Marie, 51, 
and three Tjernagel children, 
Michael, 20, Sigrid, 15, and In- 
geborg, 12. Another son, Mart- 
in, 18, was in the barn doing 
chores at the time. 

Tjernagel was carried from 
the house and is hospitalized in 
Story City, along with his dau- 
ghter, Sigrid. Ho was treated 
for shock and Sigrid was treated 
for cuts received from flying 
glass. 

Also destroyed on the farm 
was a corn crib, which was full, 
and a shed, along with three 
cars and farm machinery. 

Killed in the crash were the 
pilot, Capt. Jonn H. Rooks, 28, 
Eldora, and his radar operator, 
Lt. Larry L. Thomas, 30, Ogden. 
Their aircraft was a twin-jet 
F-89 interceptor operating out 
of Des Moines. Officials said 
the plane was on a training mis- 
sion, along with other military 
aircraft from Des Moines. 


The body of one of the airmen 
was.found in a cornfield about 
2,000 yards northeast of the 
crash site, and the other one 
rode the plane to its crash, 
which dug a 20-foot crater about 
100 yards from the farm house. 

The Tjernagel farm is located 
along the east side of Interstate 
35 a mile south of the Randall 
interchange. Debris from the 
crash was strewn across the 
Interstate, and lowa Highway 
Commission snowplows and 
sweepers were called out to 
clear the highway. 

In addition to the debris on 
the roadway which closed the 
interstate for a short time, pass- 
ersby and official cars packed 
the area. Law enforcement of- 
ficials and fire companies from 
a large surrounding area con- 
verged on the area, creating a 
maze of flashing red lights. 

The area was blocked off to 
keep sight-seers away from the 
scene. Sheriff's deputies and 
Highway Patrolmen were sta- 
tioned on the Interstate to keep 
the traffic moving at that point. 

The crash and resulting ex- 
plosion which occurred about 
6:15 p.m., was felt over a wide 
area. Several Roland residents, 
about five miles from the scene, 
reported their houses shook 
from the blast. Other farm 
homes in the immediate area 
had minor damage. 

The family was taken to Story 
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City by a neighbor. They did 
not know the cause of the ex- 
plosion and fire until they were 
told by the neighbor on the way 
to town. 

Nothing in the house was 
saved, and the ruins were still 
smouldering Tuesday morning. 
The grain in the corncrib was 
expected to burn for several 
days, unless it was scattered. 

Three other buildings, in ad- 
dition to the three destroyed, 
were damaged. The barn and 
another out-building had boards 
blown loose. The loose boards 
on each of the buildings looked 
like an explosion had occurred 
within the buildings, as they 
were blown out towards the 
scene of the crash. Another 
house on the farm was dam- 
aged. 

A combine, parked near the 
point of impact, was thrown 
about 50 feet and totally de- 
stroyed. 


Air Force officials moved in- 
to the area Monday night to 
Start an investigation into the 
cause of the crash, and were 
combing the scene for bits of 
the aircraft at daybreak Tues- 
day. They had searched part of 
the area Monday: night, using 
powerful lights driven by a port- 
able generator. 


Witnesses in the area said 
they heard a “terrible noise” 
as the jet came down. 


| EMPTY WHEELCHAIR--The wheelchair of the house by his 20-year-old son Michael, who 
Peter Tjernagel rested against a post Tuesday then returned for the wheelchair. Tjernagel is 
morning, 12 hours after he was carried from hospitalized at Story City Hospital. 


Roads Closed 


FLOOD à; all 
| ۵ E Roads leading to the Tjerna- 


jel farm were sealed off 
FOR F AMILY Wednesday by “the. Iowa* High- 
way Patrol while an eight-man 


i + : | - 
(The Register's lowa Nows Service) 3 s E maka ie 
> ۲ f P r 
STORY CITY, IA. — Mem. Force Base, Mo., conducted an 


bers of th CAR m 
BE à ۳ i xg : ¡ernagel on-site investigation into the 
۱ stun::<4 when their cause of the crash 

farm home was ~=stroyed Mon- Heading the investigation 

day night by flaiıing fue} from team is Col. Ed L. Rathbun of 

a jet class thet 2, ahad on their Banger. Mama, who said it will 

farm — were “over. =helmed'” take at least two weeks to com- 

Wednesday by tie zonerosity of t:ete the investigation. 

residents of the Story City area. 
Friends and neighbors have destroyed by flames after the 

provided a home in Story City plane exploded, spewing flaming 

ee = FARBEN, a ap- fuel on it and a nearby.corncrib. 

S, furniture and house- 7 ” 
hold gnocs; contributed to a Father Gand 
fund tu nelp the ramily meet Mrs. Tjernagel, her husband 


houshold expenscs, and helped Peter, three of their four chil- 
provide c:othing for them. dren and Tjernagel’s brother, 
Herman, 70, who makes his 


4 n 
ES pen gave 5 2 home with the family, all fled to 
po ue 1 ate کی‎ ecora- safety from the house seconds 
== . Tjernagel after the explosion. Another son 
ç . vas in the barn doing chores 
4 E ER yone has been so and also was unharmed. 
oug — there just aren't Peter Tjerna j 
۱ gel, 58, who is 
a express it. They even crippled with arthritis, was car- 
e decorations off the ried from the burning home by 
ree, pi girls could have the his son Michael, 20. 
‘un o | l - 
ecorating it them- he father was taken to 


selves . . ." 
Story City Memorial 
Insurance adjusters have not کے‎ keari of ieee HE 
contacted the family yet to de- was listed in good condition 
termine the amount of loss, Wednesday and is expected to 
Mrs. Tjernagel said, and-no be released Thursday or Fri- 
estimate of damage has been day. 7 


made. 
ep The Tjernagel’s daughter, 
Sentimental Value Sigrid, 15, was released from 
‘She said the household fur- the hospital Tuesday after being 
nishings, insured for $5,000, in- treated for shock and back cuts 
at ge of antiques hand- caused by splinters of glass. 
rom generation to j i 
generation “which you really یٹ‎ ang ib Cheer tc 
ee Lo price on because of barn when the plane Aem 
domm , | nad been in the living room watching tele- 
< ا‎ family for three vision with her uncle. 
ne = and other farm Services for Captain Rooks 
base. property are and Lieutenant Thomas will be 
red by a $26,400 policy, plus at the- same hour tod 
the value of any grain de 10 a.m ۳ 
هن‎ ۱ The Rooks services will be at 
al royed by flames, in ad- the United Methodist Church in 
ition to the home, were a Eldora, with burial in the El- 
corn crib, 4,000 bushels of dora Cemetery. 
eie 6,000 bushels of soy- Rites for Lieutenant Thomas 
peng several pieces of farm will be at the Community 
are a garage and A Methodist Church in Og- 
سوم‎ ae ae ae en. Burial will be at Allerton. 
about four miles northeast of 
here, was destroyed about 6:15 
p.m. Monday when an Iowa Air 
National Guard F-89 Scorpion 
jet fighter crashed and exploded 
about 100 feet from the house. 
The two crewmen, Capt. John 
H. Rooks, 28, of Eldora, the 
pilot, and Lt. Larry L. Thomas, 
30, of rural Ogden, radarman, 
were Killed. 


Des Moines Register 
Thurs., Dec. 12, 1968 


Friends aid 
Tjernagels 


The Tjernagel farm home was 
: ded the family a home in 
provi i erator, Lt. Larry Thomas, 30, 


"They even gave us a Christ- 
mas tree and decorations for 
it. They left the decorations off 
the tree so the girls could have 
the fun of decorating it them- 


selves." 
A fund also has been started 


un S Lor y Cit. j to help defray expenses o( the 


STORY CITY (AP) — The family. 
Peter Tiernagel family, which , Mr. and Mrs, Tjernagel, their 
lost its farm home when an four children and Tjernagel's 

Herman, were left 


National Guard jet brother, 
lowa Air homeless when an F89 Scorpion 


lane crashed and set it 
fighter p jet crashed and exploded near 


n fire, should have a happier 
Fee than seemed likely, their farm home Monday night. 


d neighbors have The pilot, Capt. John Rooks, 
Se cai = 28, of Eldora, and the radar op- 


Story City together with ap- 

pliances, household goods, f7 of Ogden, were killed, 

niture and clothing. The Tjernagelfamily escaped 
"Everyone has been so najor injury, though ,Peter 

thoughtful," said Mrs. Peter Tiernagol, who is crippled with 

Tjernagel Wednesday. "Ther I was hospitalized. He 

just aren't words to express it. 192 expected: to be released the 

end of the week. 


Within the twinkling of an 
eye our personal possessions 
were destroyed by the plane 
crash near our home. We were 
reminded again that all things 
material are perishable. We are 
truly grateful to Almighty God 
for miraculously sparing our 
lives. The spontaneous and 
gracious response of the people 
of our community and of others 
for our immediate needs was 
overwhelming. The prayers, 
the many expressions of good 
will, the generous concern and 
the true brotherly love displayed 
by many was heartwarming. We 
have been humbled by this re- 
sponse of so many people. Words 
fail to adequately describe the 
true feelings of our deep grati- 
tude, 
May God bless you all, 
Peter Tjernagel family 
Herman T)ernage! 
2-1p 


Disaster behind, 
they look ahead 


By JERRY DICKINSON 

Tuesday was hardly a normal 
day for the Peter Tjernagel 
family. They began the recov- 
ery from a brush with death 
when an Iowa Air National 
Guard jet crashed into their 
farm Monday night. The crash 
spewed flaming aircraft fuel 
over the house, which contain- 
ed six members of family, 
turning it into an inferno with- 
in minutes. 

Fires still smouldered late 
Tuesday in the remains of the 
home and a crib, which con- 
tained. more than 5,000 bushels 
of «corn and 3,000 bushels of 
soybeans. Another small build- 
mg and three cars showed the 
result of the mtense flames that 
covered the area after the 6:15 
p.m. crash. 

Repeated Story 

Eighteen year-old Martin des- 
cribed over and over to news- 
men, Officials, neighbors and 
friends how he had been in the 
barn finishing the nightly chores 
when he heard a “boom” and 
then the explosion. 

The force of the explosion 
knocked him to the ground as 
he stood near a barn door fac- 
ing the point where the plane 
hit. Uninjured, he jumped to his 
feet. As he came out of the 
barn, there were flames ‘‘every- 
where I looked." In addition to 
the buildings, he said, the grass, 
trees, and everything in the 
area covered by the flaming 
fuel burned fiercely in the De- 
cember dusk. 

Reaching the house, he 
found his older brother 
Mike, 20, had carried their 
father from the house, and 
the other members had es- 
caped. 

Tuesday, Peter  Tjernagel 
rested in a hospital bed in the 
hallway of the Story City Mem- 
orial Hospital, suffering from 
shock. Crippled by arthritis for 
a number of years, he was sit- 
ting on the edge of his bed at 
home when disaster struck. 

Mike had been helping his 
father to the table, but that was 
changed in an instant. 


Cut By Glass 

Sigrid, 15, spen part of the 
day in the Story City hospital, 
after being treated for cuts in 
her back from flying glass. She 
had been in the kitchen help- 
ing her mother complete din- 
ner preparations when the blast 
occurred. ۱ 

After release from the hospi- 
tal, Sigrid went to the home of 
a friend in Story City to Stay, 
along wih her sister, Ingeborg. 
12. 

Mike and his 70-year-old 
uncle, Herman, spent at 
least part of the day at the 
Alfred Tjernagel farm. Mike 
was also handling many of 
the little details that came 
up as the family began its 
return to a normal way of 
life. Herman Tjernagel lived 
with the family and was in 
the home at the time. 
Farm machinery destroyed in 

the flames that engulfed the 
crib included two tractors, a 
plow, a stalk cutter and two 
wagons. A combine parked 
along the south side of the crib 
was hurled about 30 feet and 
destroyed. 

Mrs. Marie Tjernagel spent 
most of the day by her hus- 
band’s side in the hospital, 
while handling the well wishes 
and help from residents of the 
Story City area. 

Residents To Rescue 

Already, the area residents 
had found a home for the fam- 
ily, and donations of clothing 
and other needed items were 
coming in. Mrs. Tjernagel could 
only speak in the terms of high- 
est praise for those taking time 
from their busy schedule to 
help. 

Although many of the build- 
ings were destroyed, the barn 
still stood, and Martin tended 
to the care of the hogs in the 
barn Tuesday night. After fin- 
ishing the chores, he wandered 
through the area, looking at thc 
slim remains. 

Col. Wayne Nebben of the 
132nd Fighter Group sta- 
tioned in Des Moines said 
the family would receive 
"reasonable restitution" for 
the damage. 
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“No one is going to get rich,” 
he said, but restitution is paid 
in instances of this nature. Col. 
Nebben said he was just ''visit- 
ing" the crash scene. The offi- 
cial investigation was scheduled 
to get into full swing Wednes- 
day as an aircraft accident in- 
vestigation board moved into 
the area to determine the cause 
cf the crash. 

The jet had belonged to the 
132nd Air Defense Wing, and 
was one of three on their way 
to a rendezvous with an Air 
Force bomber for training. 

Both ISU Grads 

The two crewmen, both Iowa 
State University graduates, 
were killed, and their families 
faced the coming holiday sea- 
son without a son, husband and 
father. 

The pilot, Capt. John Rooks, 
28, Eldora, left his parents, 
wife and two children as sur- 
vivors. He also has two brothers 
and two sisters. 

Lt. Larry Thomas, 30, a farm- 
er from near Ogden, is survived 
by the identical number of fam- 
ily members—parents, wife, two 
children, two brothers and two 
sisters. 


STEREO IRR ORS baia eer eer سل‎ da ا‎ 


Ames Daily Tribune 
Wed., Dec. 11, 1968 


9۳ kaa جج جو جو تھچ‎ ERR? 


Eighty-Eighth Year Wednesday, February 5, 1969 


Peter Tjernagel 
Passes Away 


Peter J, Tjernagel, 58,who 
Survived the crash of a jet plane 
on his farm home December 9, 
died in the Story City Hospital 
at 10:45 p.m. Thursday night, 

Mr. Tjernagel, who was ad- 
mitted to the hospital the same 
day, had been in ill health for 
a number of years. He and his 
family had lived in Story City 
since an Air Guard jet burned 
their farm home and he and his 
family had Narrowly escaped. 

The funeral was held on 
Monday at 2 p.m. at St. Petri 
Lutheran Church, Story City, 

with the Rev. Redger Dale of 
Thornton officiating. Burial 

will be in the Mamreland Ce- 
metery east of Randall, 

Survivors include his wife, 
Marie, and two sons and two 
daughters athome. The sons 
are Michael and Martin and 
the daughters are Sigrid and 
Ingeborg. 

Also surviving are four 
brothers: Herman and Alfred 
of Story City, Olaf of Moor- 
park, California, and Sigurd of 
New Ulm, Minnesota: two sis- 
ter, Mrs. Christian Olson of 
Nicollet, Minnesota, and Mrs. 
Adolph Harsted of Watertown, 
Wisconsin; and one aunt, Miss 
Bertha Tjernagel of Oakdale, 

Tjernagel was born and 
raised on the Follinglo farm 
northeast of Story City. 


Tiernagel Rites 
In Story City Set 


(The Register's lowa News Service) 


STORY CITY, IA. — Services 
for Peter J. Tjernagel, 58, of 
Story City will be at 2 p.m. 
Monday at the St. Petri Luther- 
an Church here. Burial will be 
in the Mamreland Cemetery 
near Randall. 

He died Thursday night in a 
Story City hospital of complica- 
tions with arthritis after being 
admitted earlier in the day, his 
physician said. 1 

The farm house of Mr. Tjer- 
nagel and his family about four 
miles northeast of Story City 
was destroyed by fire last Dec. 
9 when an Iowa Air National 
Guard jet fighter plane crashed 
and exploded near it. Both fliers 
in the plane were killed. 

Mr. Tjernagel, crippled by 
arthritis, was carried from the 
burning home by his son, Mi- 
chael, 20, and was hospitalized 
for a time for treatment of 
shock. After the loss of the 
home, the family moved into 
Story City from the farm—where 
Mr. Tjernagel had spent all his 
life. 

Also surviving are his wife, 
Marie; another son, Martin, and 
two daughters, Sigrid and Inge- 
horg, all at home; four broth- 
ers. including Herman and Al- 
fred of Story City, and two 


SISters. 
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State officials in Washington 
to negotiate compensation claims 


DES MOINES (UPI)—A delegation 
of Iowa officials left Sunday for 
Washington in an attempt to settle a 
dispute with the U.S. Air Force that 
could immobilize the Iowa National 
Guard. 

Iowa Adj. Gen. Joseph May will 
head the three-man delegation that 
was scheduled to meet this morning 
with President Nixon's adviser on the 
National Guard. Gov. Robert D. Ray 
also named his top administrative 
aide, Wythe Willey, and Gen. Roger 
Gilbert, commanding officer of the 
Iowa Air National Guard, to the 
negotiating team. 

The governor signed an executive 
order Friday that grounded 17,700 


planes and other vehicles in the Iowa 
National Guard if the Air Force does 
not pay damages to two Iowa families 
left homeless in 1968 when Air 
National Guard jets crashed and 


burned on their farms. 


Neither Mrs. Mare Tjernagel of 
Story City nor Mrs. Emma McCarville 
of Cresco has received compensation 
for the losses as their claims remain 
entangled in bureaucratic red tape. 


‘Drastic Atte pt: 


The governor said his executive 
order grounding the National Guard 
vehicles was a ''drastic attempt” to 


force the Air Force to pay the two 
families. : 


Sen. Harold E. Hughes, D-lowa, 
hailed the Ray order Saturday and 
said the state "should use any action 
it can to bring about this settlement, 
and I intend to support it in Congress. 


Hughes and Sen. Jack Miller, R- 
Iowa, have introduced legislation in 
Congress to pay the Tjernagel claim. 
He said, “Now we will try to get them 


passed." 


When asked whether Ray should 
have acted sooner on the plights of the 
families, Hughes said, “This is not the 
type of action you normally take, but 
you do this in deep desperation when it 
looks like the only thing left for you to 


do. 
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Tjernagel damages 
with Air Force 


By JERRY DICKINSON 

After discussing the problem with President Richard 
Nixon on Saturday, Iowa Gov. Robert D. Ray now will 
discuss a state-federal squabble with the U.S. Air Force. 

The dispute centers on payment of damages caused when 
an Iowa Air National Guard plane crashed on the Peter 
Tjernagel farm northeast of Story City on Dec. 9, 1968. 

Paid $5,000 So Far 

Martin Tjernagel, the oldest sor who carried his invalid 
father from the burning farm house, said the family had 
received $5,000 from the Air Force shortly after the crash, 
but nothing else has been received since that time. 

The Air Force contends the state should pay, Tjernagel 
said, since it was an Iowa Air National Guard plane, but the 
state argues it was on a federal mission at the time. 

The pilot and radar operator of the twin-jet F-89 in- 
terceptor were killed in the crash. Officials said at the 
time they were operating with other aircraft from Des 
Moines on a training mission. 

The farm house, a corncrib and a shed were destroyed by 
the fire from the jet fuel which was sprayed over the farm- 
stead, and three other buildings were damaged. Three cars 
and some farm machinery were also destroyed. 

Michael Tjernagel said four separate claims had been filed 
to recover damages, but none of them had been paid. 

Still Lives on Site 

Martin Tjernagel, who was in the barn doing chores at the 
time of the crash, now lives on the farmstead in a mobile . 
home. 

Mrs. Tjernagel now lives in Story City. Mr. Tjernagel died 
about a year after the crash. 

Also in the house at the time of the crash were the two 
Tjernagel daughters, Ingeborg and Sigrid, who were 12 and 
15, respectively, at the time, and Peter Tjernagel’s brother, 
Herman. : 

According to United Press International, Ray 
discussed the dispute over settlement during the flight 
Saturday from Ottumwa to Lake Rathbun for the 
dedication of the reservoir there. | 
Nixon told the governor to discuss the case with Air Force 

officials, and report to him the progress. 
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Hughes 
to aid 


family 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — Iowa Democratic Sen. Harold E. 
Hughes said Saturday he will introduce legislation to aid a 
rural Story City family that lost $133,000 in property in a 1968 
Iowa National Guard jet crash. 

Hughes said the legislation, which will be introduced this 
week, would resolve the deadlock between the state and na- 
tional governments over which is responsible for the loss. 


The jet crashed on the Herman and Peter Tjernagel farm 
northeast of Story City Dec. 9, 1968, killing the two men in the 
aircraft. The house and some of the outbuildings, along with 
farm machinery, were destroyed or heavily damaged by the 
burning aircraft fuel. : 

The family received $5,000 from the Air Force shortly after 
the crash, but there has been no further settlement on the 
loss. 

The holdup on the final settlement, is due to a squabble 
between the state and the federal government. The Air Force 
claims the state should pay, since it was an Iowa. National 
Guard plane, while the state says the federal authorities 
should pay because the jet crashed during a federal exercise. 


Both sides agree damages above the original $5,000 should 
be paid, but disagree on who should make the payment. 

In his proposal, Hughes said the legislation will call for di- 
rect federal payment of the damages. ie 1 

The former governor said the family has been waiting for 
more than two years for payment and that the matter is now 
“an intolerable situation.” 

“No matter who is to blame for the crash," Hughes said, 
“the Tjernagel family should not be made to suffer the ma- 
terial hardship and emotional torture of a continuing legal 
battle between the state of Iowa and the federal govern- 
ment.” 

Hughes is the second Iowa official to express concern in 
the family's plight. Earlier, Gov. Robert D. Ray appealed to 
the White House for support in having the family's claim 
settled. 

However, Hughes said his staff has been instructed to 
draw up legislation ‘‘which will clearly place responsibility 
for paying the financial damages with the United States Air 
Force.” : 


Hughes introduces bill 
to help Tjernagel family 


“No matter who is to blame for the 


WASHINGTON (UPI)—Sen. Harold 
E. Hughes, D-lowa, introduced a bill 
in the Senate today to pay Mrs. Peter 
Tjernagel, Story City, for damages 
suffered when a plane crashed on her 
Hamilton County farm nearly three 
years ago. 


The Tjernagel farm was heavily 
damaged Dec. 9, 1968, when an lowa 
Air National Guard Jet Fighter 
crashed, Hughes said in seeking 


nearly $112,000 in damages for the 
family. 

«Flaming jet fuel and wreckage 
destroyed the family farmhouse, other 
farm buildings, grain, equipment and 
the personal belongings of the entire 
Tjernagel family,” Hughes said in a 
Senate speech introducing the bill. 

A dispute between the State of lowa 
and the U.S. Air Force over respon- 
sibility for payment of the damages 
has delayed settlement, Hughes said. 


tinuing legal b 


crash, the Tjernagel f amily should not 
be made to suffer the maten hard- 

in and emotional torture oi a corr 
2 attle between the 


federal government and the State of 


Iowa," Hughes said. 

- He said, “The Tjernagels have 
suffered long enough” and noted 
Peter Tjernagel died a few months 
after the accident, leaving his wife, 
Marie, and four children. 
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March, 1972 
WHAT WOULD Y O UDO IF - = - - 


Your farm home and all your possessions (clothing, farm machinery, cars, storage 
bins, corn crib, entire 1968 crop of corn, soybeans and oats) were destroyed 
in a matter of minutes. All that remained was the land. 


You're burned, shocked and injured. 


You wake up the next morning in the hospital realizing that you don't even own a 
toothbursh anymore. 


You rent a house in town and try to get back on your feet, 
Your husband dies shortly afterwards, 
Your oldest son goes into the Army and when he returns has a 100% disability. 


You work at trying to restore a bit of what you had and try to get your children 
through school. 


You receive a small amount (considering your total loss) from an emergency fund 
but when all possessions are lost it doesn't go far. 


This happened over 35 years ago to Mrs, Marie Tjernagel, who lived 3$ miles north 
of Story City. An Iowa Air National Guard Jet crashed into the Tjernagel farm 
(about 100 feet from the house) in December, 1968, 


The United States Government and the Iowa State government have spent these 35 
years arguing who is responsible for this accident, therefore the claim has gone 
unpaid to date and the Tjernagels have received nothing to compensate for the loss 
of a lifetime of work except the initial emergency fund, Her letters to the Gov- 
ernment officals, including the President of the United States have not gotten 
much response. 


Lack of settlement on this case has also prevented her husbands estate from 
being settled affecting not only Marie but others in the relationship, 


It is a shame that in this wonderful free land of ours, an average citizen can be 
treated so unfairly and such injustice is allowed to go on for so long. 


Will YOU do what YOU can do to see justice done in this case, PLEASE write letters 
this week stating how you feel to the following whose addresses are enclosed. 


Remember, the Government represents US. Have they not failed us in this treatment 
of our fellow citizens? Please invest a few cents for postage and a few minutes 
to try and help our neighbor. 


Thank you from her neighbors..... 


Mrs, Rhuben O. Aga, Story City 
Miss Marilyn Lekwa, Story City 


Appeals to Nixon in 
Jet Crash Claim 


Neither U.S. Nor State Will Pay for 
Destroyed Farm--lowan Asks “Why?” 


By Nick Lamberto 
(Register Statf Writer) 
Copyright, 1972, Des Moines Register and Tribune Company 


STORY CITY, IA. — Mrs. Marie Tjernagel has appealed to 
President Nixon for help in settling damage claims’ resulting 
irom: a jet plane crash which destroyed her family’s farmstead 
near here more than three years ago. ` 


The Iowa Air National Guard 
jet went down on the Tjernagel 
farm on Dec. 9, 1968, and the 
P Tjernagels re- 
. . ceived $5,000 in 
ka Cmergency as- 
و‎ sistance from 
the U.S. Air 

We Force soon 
.. E thereafter. 
ç A But claims of 
$100,000 in 
damages by the 
Tjernagels and 
several others 

TJERNAGEL hav e b een 
snaried In a maze of red tape 
and official inaction as the fed- 
eral and state governments ar- 
gue about which is responsible 
for paying the claims. 

The U.S. Air Force:says the 
federal government won’t pay 
the claim. The state says the 
National Guard plane was on a 
federal mission and therefore 
the federal government should 
pay. 


MRS. MARIE 


Entire Crops 

In a letter to Ronald Ziegler, 
press secretary for Mr. Nixon, 
Mrs. Tjernagel said: 

“It has now been more than 
three ycars since a jei aghter 
airplane crashed into our farm- 

zard, completely destroying our 
101۴86, all our clothes and per- 
sonal belongings, cars, some 
farm machinery, our corn crib 
and farm storage bins, and the 
tire 1968 crops of corns, soy- 
oeans and oats. 

"The rest of the buildings on 
the farm were so badly dam- 
aged we had to have them torn 
down and burned. 


“My husband died shortly 


after the crash and my oldest 
son, 


Mike, went into the 
Army. My second son, Mar- 
tin. 18 at the time, has tried 
so hard to carry on as his 
father and he had planned— 
by building a farrowing house 
and pig nursery to replace 
buildings we had and to farm 
the land and keep things go- 
ing. 

“We were given a $5,000 emer- 


gencv fund, but that does not 


go ‘ar when everything is lost. 
As you can understand, 
these past three years have 


been a severe time for my chil- 
dren and me. | 
“My oldest daughter (Sigrid) 
graduated from high school last 
spring and wants to get her 
licensed practical nursing cer- 


tificate. She needs financial 
help and I haven’t the funds to 
help her. 


"Is it fair that we have to 
borrow money and pay these 
high interest rates because the 
State of lowa and the Air Force 
can’t agree on who is to blame 
or who should pay our loss? 


“Tremendous Job“ 


“In our claim to the Air 
Force, I was as honest and fair 
as I knew how to be. There are 
a good number of things I re- 
membered since the list was 
submitted to the Air Force. 

“It was a tremendous job un- 
der extremely difficult circum- 
stances making out that list — 
my husband's death, my son's 
going into the service, my hav- 
ing to go to work to pay the 
added expenses we did not 
have on the farm such as house 
rent, water, and garbage dis- 
posal, and then trying to get 
new farm buildings ready for 
use again, not to mention the 
everyday hustle and bustle ad- 
Justing to our new surroundings 
and major changes. (The fam- 
ily moved to Story City after 
the crash). 


“Farming was our way of 


life, Mr. Ziegler, and we 
couldn’t change that in the 


. twinkling of an eye as our 


lives have been when the 
crash occurred. 

“We are a hard-working fam- 
ily, trying our best to be good 
American citizens. 

“We feel the treatment we 
are getting from our govern- 
ment is very unfair and unjust. 

“My son, Mike, has returned 
from the service with a 100 per 
cent disability. He contracted 
infectious hepatitis in Vietnam 
and spent more than eight 
months in various hospitals. 
While he feels better now, who 
knows for how long. 

Asks “Why?” 

“I feel my family and I have 
sacrificed enough for the time 
being. i 

“Why does it have to be this 
way? Some one has said, ‘It’s 
not what you know, Marie; it’s 
who you know.’ Can this be 
true? In America? 

"I have more trust and faith 
in my government. I love this 
country, but there has to be 
something wrong with this kind 


of reasoning. 
“The case very similar to 


ours in Cresco, la., 1s so dis- 
graceful and simply disgusting 
— an 86-year-old lady has to 
live her last years of life in a 
small one-room building with- 
out running water or electricity 
because our United States guv- 
ernment does not feel the obli- 


اڈ 


gation (or is it lack of interest 
and concern?) to pay its debt 
of a small claim so she could 
end her days in a respectable 
and more comfortable manner. 

“Where is the justice every- 
one talks about?” 


Chicken Coop 


(Clarence McCarville, 59, and 
his 86-year-old mother, Emma, 
have been living in a chicken 
coop since a Wisconsin Air Na- 
tional Guard jet destroyed their 
farm home near Cresco Mar. 5, 
1968. Air Force officials have 
told attorneys for the 
McCarvilles they must sue the 
state of Wisconsin to recover 
damages). 


Mrs. Tjernagel added in her 
letter: 

'*We are not important 
people, but we are American 
citizens with as much right to 
honesty, justice and fair play 
as any one. Please help us get 
it soon." 


Introduce Bills 


Both Senator Harold Hughes 
(Dem., Ia.) and Representative 
H. R. Gross (Rep., Ia.) have 
introduced bills to try to get the 
federal government to settle the 
Tjernagel claim. 

Last September, Gov. Robert 
D. Ray received a letter from 
White House staff member 
John W. Dean III stating the 
"federal government will not 
compensate the Tjernagels for 
their loss." 


910 Eighth Street 
Story City, Iowa 
February 29, 1972 


Mr. Ronald Ziegler 

Press Secretary to the President 
The White House 

Washington, D.C. 


Dear Mr. Ziegler: 


It has now been more than three years since a jet fighter airplane crashed into our farmyard completely destroying our 
home, all our clothes and personal belongings, cars, some farm machinery, our corncrib and farm storage bins, and the 
entire 1968 crop of corn, soybeans and oats. The rest of the buildings on the farm were so badly damaged we had to have 
them torn down and burned. 


My husband died shortly after the crash and my oldest son, Mike, went into the Army. My second son, Martin, 18 years of 
age at that time, has tried so hard to carry on as his father and he had planned - by building a farrowing house and pig 
nursery to replace the building we had, to farm the land and to keep things going. We were given a five thousand dollar 
emergency fund, but that does not go far when everything is lost. 


As you can understand, these past three years have been a severe time for my children and me. My oldest daughter 
graduated from high school last spring and wants to get her Licensed Practical Nursing Certificate. She needs financial help 
and I haven't the funds to help her. Is it fair that we have to borrow money and pay these high interest rates because the 
State of Iowa and the Air Force cannot agree on who is to blame or who should pay our loss? 


In our claim to the Air Force, I was as honest and fair as I know how to be. There are a good number of things I have 
remembered since the list was submitted to the Air Force. It was a trememdous job under extremely difficult 
circumstances making out that list - my husband's death, my son's going into the Service, my having to go to work to pay 
the added expenses we did not have on the farm such as house rent, water, and garbage disposal; and trying to get new 
farm buildings ready for use again, not to mention the everyday hustle and bustle adjusting to our new surroundings and 
major changes. Farming was our way of life, Mr. Ziegler, and we couldn't change that in the twinkling of an eye as our lives 
have been when the crash occurred. We are a hard-working family, trying our best to be good American citizens. We feel 
the treatment we are getting from our government is very unfair and unjust. My son, Mike, has returned home from the 
Service with a 100 percent disability. He contacted Infectious Hepatitis in Vietnam and spent more that eight months in 
various hospitals. While he feels much better now, who knows for how long. I feel my family and I have sacrificed enough 
for the time being. 


Why does it have to be this way? Someone has said, "It's not what you know, Marie, it's WHO you know." Can this be 
true? In America? I have more trust and faith in my government - I love this country, but there has to be something wrong 
with this kind of reasoning. Our forefathers did a marvelous job establishing good government - are we not able to follow 
their standards? 1 am so puzzled and becoming very disillusioned and somewhat bitter. Do you blame me? 


The case, very similar to ours, in Cresco, Iowa, is so disgraceful and simply disgusting - an 86 year old lady has to live her 
last years of life in a small one-room building without running water or electricity because our United States government 
does not feel the obligation (or is it lack of interest and concern?) to pay its debt of a small claim so she could end her days 
in a respectable and more comfortable manner. Where is the justice everyone talks about? 


The money spent by our government on every other type of program tells me that our country is not too impoverished to 
pay these claims. A three-year waiting period should give ample time to decide what should be done. 


We are going to expect a fair and equitable settlement in the near future. Had this happened to you, what would you have a 
right to expect? We are not important people, but we are AMERICAN CITIZENS with as much right to honesty, justice 
and fair play as anyone. Please help us get it soon! 


Respectfully yours, 


Mrs. Marie Tjernagel 
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Flames destroyed the 
house and nine smaller 
gtructures, but spared a 
~ rickety old barn and two 
sd their land, near Cresco, 


population 4,000, in the 
northeast section of the 
state. 
we Neither mother nor son, 
me despite age, anguish, frus- 
| tration and understand- 
B able bitterness, has ever 
collected more than $2,000 
for their losses and suffer- 
ing simply because the 
BUS. Air Force says it 
BI won't take responsibility 
= for the crash, and that the 
۱ family must collect from 
the state of Wisconsin. 


No Discussions 


Ë But Wisconsin authorl- 
"ties. say they've never 
been contacted about the 
' Incident. Attorneys for the 
م:‎ McCarrvilles admit they 
< haven't discussed the mat- 
¿ter with Wisconsin offi- 
cials because they were 
+ ¡led to believe for more 
“than two years that the 
_ {Air Force would pay the 
۱ á 8 claim. 
REGISTER PHOTO BY GENE RAFFENSPERGER SO, as the arguments, 
excuses and legal interpre- 


Makeshift Home tations fly back and forth, 


: š the woman and her son 
Clarence McCarville, 59, and his mother, Emma, 85, are shown at the entryway wait. Now they're farming 


to their chicken-coop home on their farm near Cresco. The McCarvilles have been 2 small portion of their 
land, but most of it is 


living in the chicken coop since + Wisconsin Air National Guard jet destroyed their 
farm h Mar. 5. 1 r uev MES : : farmed by others. 
m home, Mar. 5. 1968. Atiw seys for the McCarvilles are seeking $87,778 from The law isn't clear and 


LT. 
$ 


PER TT پ0‎ ۳ 


the government for the loss. 


WHO PAYS? 


Homes Lost, 


lowans Wait 
With Claims 


BY FRANCIS WARD 
Times Staff Writer 

DES MOINES — Mrs. 
Emma McCarrville, 86, is 
spending her days living 
in a 12-by-16-foot "hog 
house." A son, Clarence, 
59, who hasn't farmed 
their 160 acres in years, 
lives there, too. 


They've never actually 
shared their house with 
hogs, though the little 
gray, dank wooden hut 
where the two sleep, eat, 
cook, wash and store all 
their personal belongings 
is normally the kind built 
for hogs. 

The hut has no inside 
plumbing, toilets, or run- 
ning water. It's heated by 
a wood-burning stove. 

But the McCarrvilles 
have lived there since just 
after March 5, 1968, when 
a Wisconsin Air National 
Guard plane crashed into 
their home. 


32 


federal courts have disa- 
greed on liability in such 
cases. 

What it comes down to 19 
whether National Guards- 
men and civilian guard 
employes are working for 
the state or federal 
government. It's generally 
agreed that when guards- 
men are called up to quell 
riots or local disorders, 
they're state employes, 
unless federalized as they 
were in the 1967 Detroit 
riot. 

But when an airman is 
specifically training for 
possible service in the 
armed forces, he's in fed- 
eral service. 

The McCarrvilles aren't 
the only Iowa victims of 
this legal snarl. 
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Mrs. Marie Tjernagel lives 
in a rented house at 910 8th St. 
She will graduate from secretar- 
ial school in Des Moines on 
March 30 and plans on finding 
an office job in the local area. 
She is a widow with four child- 
ren; two married sons, a daugh- 


ter in LPN training at a com- 
munity college and a daughter 
who is a sophomore at Roland- 
Story High School in Story City. 
It all seems like a normal life 
for a very average woman in 
rural lowa, but normal is not à 
true description of the life that 
Mrs. Tjernagel leads. 

Marie Tjernagel's life has 
not been average, normal rural 
Iowa since the early evening of 
December 9, 1968. It was on 
this evening that an Iowa Air 
National Guard jet went down 
on the Tjernagel farm north of 
Story City, completely destroy- 
ing the farm home, clothes 
and personal belongings, some 
farm equipment and the entire 
1968 crops of corn, soybeans 
and oats. In the words of Mrs. 
Tjernagel, "the rest of the build- 
ings on the farm were so badly 
damaged we had to have them 
torn down and burned. " 

Fifty-two days later, Mrs. 
Tjernagel's husband Peter, died. 
In April of 1969, her son Mike 
was drafted. The responsibility 
of rebuilding a family life was 
now left totally to Marie. For 
the past three years, Mrs. Tjer- 
nagel has been trying to do just 
exactly that, but a few road- 
blocks seem to stop her progress. 

To this date, Mrs, Tjernagel 
has received only $5, 000 from 
a federal emergency fund for 
the tremendous loss incurred. 
For the past three years, Mrs. 
Tjernagel has tried in vain to 
receive payment for what is 
rightfully hers. After the crash, 
she filed with the Air Force a 
claim which involves due and 
just payment to thirteen differ- 


ent parties. 


PROJECT: JUSTICE 


which runs in excess of sixty 
pages, was sent through the pro- 
per channels and to the correct 
people and Mrs. Tjernagel wait- 
ed for an answer. 

While she has been waiting, 
she has been writing letters, now 
estimated in excess of 150, to 
governmental officials, both 
state and federal, trying to get 
settlement for her claim. But 
still no answer. The maior rea- 
son seems to be that neither the 
state or federal government will 
claim responsibility for the 
crash. The federal government 
says that it will not pay the 
claim. The State of Iowa says 
the National Guard plane was on 
a federal mission and, therefore, 
the federal gove rnment should 
pay. 

Mrs. Tjernagel is quick to 
point out that many governmen- 
tal people have been helpful. 
Both Senator Harold Hughes 
(Dem. , Iowa) and Representa- 
tive H. R. Gross (Republican, 
Iowa) have introduced legis- 
lation into the official record 
of their respective legislative 
bodies. Marie has a copy of 
Senate Bill Number S. 2697 as 
introduced by Senator Hughes, 
but has heard nothing of it since 
receiving a copy of the bill. as 


This detailed claim, 


She still waits. 


| honesty, justice and fair play 
as any one. Please help us get 
it soon, ` 
As of this date, again no ans- 
| wer, not even a letter stating 
| that her letter was received and 
| would be answered at a later 
| date. The amount asked for is 
| certainly a fair and probably 
| underestimated figure by this 
|time. Does it not seem that 
| regardless of where the respon- 
| sibility lies, the Tjernagel fam- 
ily should get a fair settlement 
NOW. Why should Marie Tjer- 
| nagel and her family be the in- 
| nocent victims of a power strug- 
| gle between the state and feder- 
al government? On the local, 
state and national level, govern- 
mental officials have spent mil- 
lions on projects of little or no 
value and yet the public thinks 
nothing of it. Why not then 
justice for the Tjernagels. 
A group of concerned citizens 
has started a letter campaign 
to see if outside influence is of 
any value. This committee asks 
the reading public to do the 
same. Write to your elected re- 
presentatives telling them of 
your feelings on this particular 
case. 
In addition a group of Roland- 
Story High School students have 
started a campaign, aptly named 


| Project: Justice in hopes that 


they too can do their part to 

see that this matter is resolved 
quickly and that justice is given 
WHERE JUSTICE IS LONG OVER- 


it was presented in the Senate of | DUE. 


the United States. 
In a recent letter to Ronald 


Anyone wishing to write con- 
cerning this matter may write to 


Ziegler, press secretary for Pres- | any or all of those listed below. 


ident Nixon, Mrs. Tjernagel 


Governor Robert D. Ray 


says, "I feel that my family and | 
I have sacrificed enough for the 
time being. " | 

"Why does it have to be this 
way? Someone has said, 'It's 
not what you know, Marie; it's 
who you know. ' Can this be 
true? In America?" 

In this same letter, Mrs. Tjer- 
nagel concludes with the follow- 
ing, "We are not important peo- | 
ple, but we are AMERICAN CIT- | 
IZENS with as much right to 


State Capitol 

Des Moines, lowa 50319 
Congressman William Scherle 
House Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Senator Jack Miller 

Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 


Mr. Lawrence D, Carstensen 
Office of the Citizens’ Aide 
515 E. Twelfth Street 

Des Moines, lowa 50319 
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Wednesday, April 19, 1972 


The sunlit site, with 60 
Students lined up on one side 
and a few adults and govern- 
ment representatives on the 
other, gave no hint of the 
tragedy that took place there 
three years ago. 

The scene was the Marie 
Tjernagel farm, three miles 
northeast of Story City, where 
on Dec. 3, 1968 a National Guard 
jet fighter gouged a hole in the 
barnyard and destroyed the 
farmstead with flaming jet fuel. 

On Tuesday afternoon the 60 
sociology students of Roland- 
Story teacher Neil Carolan rode 
buses to the farm and presented 
Mrs. Tjernagel with petitions 
bearing 14,000 names deman- 
ding that the governments and 
Air Force settle Mrs. Tjer- 
nagel’s claim for $130,000 in 
damages. 

State Representative Sonja 
Egenes was the only elected 
representative to appear at the 
meeting. Senator Hughes sent 
his office manager Clark 
Rasmussen. Senator Jack 
Miller delegated Ben Stain to 
represent him. Cal Hultman 
was there for Congressman 
Scherle and John Murray at- 
tended for Governor Robert 


Ray. 


The students had diligently , 
collected 14,000 names on a | 


petition to the government to 
pay Mrs. Tjernagel promptly 
for her claim, which has hung 
fire for 3 years while the Air 


Force and the National Guard š 


battled over whom would 
assume the responsibility. 


Student Craig Amenson read ; 
a brief statement calling for ۰ 


"justice", the petitions were 
presented, and each of the 
legislative representatives 
spoke briefly. 


A FINAL CONFERENCE — John Murray, aide to Governor 
Robert Ray, remained behind for a final word with Mrs. Marie 
Tjernagel at her Story City farm Tuesday afternoon. The school 
buses in the background carry back to class some 60 students from 
the Roland-Story High School sociology class who arranged a 
ceremony to present their petition of concern to representatives of 


“I’m humbled beyond words | با ره‎ 


and so very appreciative,” Mrs. . 


Tjernagel told those assembled. | Ir 7 


A major breakthrough in the 
claims case had come just days 
before, when the Air Force, 
prodded by lowa Omsbudsmen 
Jack Carstensen, agreed not to 
oppose the claim. 

Now its up to Judiciary 
Committee in the House and — 
most of the men there yesterday 
— agreed that it was a federal 
matter and that the federal 
government would soon be 
writing a check. 


JUTDOOR SOCIOLOGY CLASSROOM — 


Students from the 


Kids collect 14,000 signatures 


government officials. The site was the scene of an air crash three 
years ago. The Tjernagel home, destroyed by fire in the crash, was 
to the left. The plane impacted about where the power pole is seen 
in the background. Neither the state nor the federal government 


has yet paid for the damage the crash caused. 
(JOURNAL PHOTO by Wit Ledbetter) 
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Tiernagel, a petition calling for a quick payment of a $130,000 claim 


Roland-Story High School sociology class (backs to camera) listen 
while Carl Rasmussen, office manager for Senator Harold Hughes, 
speaks to the class and the adults present at the farm of Mrs. Marie 
Tiernagel at Story City Tuesday afternoon. The students had jost 
presented to the representatives of several legislators, and to Mrs. 


35 


Mrs. Tjernagel has filed in the destruction of her farmstead by an 
lowa Guard jet fighter crash three years ago. The school buses, 
decorated with signs demanding “Justice”, carried students to the 
scene, (Story on Pagel) 


(JOURNAL PHOTO by Wit Ledbetter) 
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tr. Cal Hultman, aide 


es the statenients +۹۱ 


havei at the meeting 


illiam Scherle, R-lowa 
0 signatures from Mrs. 


John Murray, representative of Governor Ray's office, talh 
with Mrs. Marie Tjernagel. Her daughter, Ingeborg L ıerlid 
is shwon to the right of her mother. 


Mr. Bob Strain, on the right in the photo above, special assis- 
tant to Senator Jack Miller, receives a statement of concern irom 
Steve Seronko, a Roland-Story high school student. 


Mr. Clark Rasmussen, representative of Senator Harold 
Hughes, D-lowa, (in photo on the left) discusses the subject with 
a student. The Tjernagel dog, Duke, also made his presence 
known. 


Craig Amensol, a oland- 
Story High School socioloyy 
class student, reads a 24 2۵۲ 
(as shown on the left) in sup- 
port of the settlement ۵۱ 
claims filed by Mrs. Maris 
Tjernagel for losses resuitins 
froni a jet crash on the Tjer- 
nage] tarm Dec, €, 4: 

“(Newsphot s by ٢٥ 
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Des Moines, lowa 


iil ° PD 
A SERIOUS MATTER—lowa Gov. Robert 
D. Ray (left) reads executive order which 
grounds lowa National Guard and luwa Air 


Guard planes and vehicles until claims 
resulting from two crashes in lowa are 


Saturday Morning, April 


RARA ae 


settled. Listening to Ray read the order late 
Friday are lowa Adj. Gen. Joseph May and 
Brig. Gen. Roger Gilbert, (right) of the lowa 
Air National Guard. (Tribune photo by Jim 
Mone) 
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Washington ‘Surprised’ 


ditoria view 


Round two 


Gov. Robert D. Ray's action in 
grounding all Air National Guard 
aircraft and stilling Air Guard 
vehicles pending settlement of claims 
of families of two Iowans for damages 
against the Air Force is, without 
question, a strong move. 

| It may be an unprecedented action 
| by any governor against the federal 
government. 

But the Governor made it plain 
through the action he does: not intend 

| to play the waiting game with the Air 
| Force any longer. 

The claims of the Marie Tjernagel 
family of Story City and those of 

x another family of lowans, the Emma 
x McCarvilles of near Cresco who 
sustained substantial financial 
damages as the result of an accident 
involving an Air National Guard 
aircraft and personnel on active duty, 
x have gone too long without 
| recognition. 

A good deal of the resources of the 
governor's office have gone into at- 
tempting to bring an 

| acknowledgement of responsibility on 
the part of the Air Force. The state’s 
ombudsman spent several days in 
Washington working almost single- 
mindedly on the case, to no avail. 

Those bills for redress’ introduced 
as special legislation in the Congress 
are not likely to be susceptible of 
action without an admission by Air 
Force officials of the place where the 
fault lies. And because of the size of 
the claims, they cannot be paid 
without Congressional action. 

But with the single blow, perhaps 
the Governor will be able to force the 
action which the Tjernagels, the 
McCarvilles and those who are in- 
terested in the cases have sought for 
so long. 

_ Certainly the cases can no longer be 
ignored by the Air Force. It was one 
Wa, :.: get their attention. 


by National Guard Order, Ray Says 


THE NEW YORK TIMES, SUNDAY, APRIL 23, 1972 


۱ governments have been de- 
AIR GUARD S CRAFT bating over which is respon- 
sible for meeting the claims, 
| | Mrs. Tjernagel and her family 
have been living in temporary 
housing near their wrecked 
home. Mrs. McCarville, 86, and 
Governor Putting Pressure a Son, Clarence, 56, have been 
living in a chicken coop on their 

on U.S. to Pay for Damgae |farm. 
Governor Ray states in his 
order that no aircraft or vehicle 
Special to The New York Times “assigned to the Iowa National 
DES MOINES, Iowa, April 22|Guards” shall be moved or be 
— Gov. Robert D. Ray has used in any manner” except in 


emergencies. 
grounded 95 planes and 1,625 The Governor said he had is- 


Vehicles assigned 0 the Iowa ued the order because after 
Air and Army National Guards three. years “of paper-shuffling 
until the Federal Government jand reshuffling there is reason 
pays damages suffered by two|to believe operation of these 
farm families in military jet planes and vehicles presents à 


hazard for private citizens to 
ser dc o destroyed ever recover compensation in 
eir homes in : 


š . [the event of an accident." 
The unusual action came in| The Governor said he was 
an executive order issued by 


aware that the claims and re- 
the Governor as Commander in 


quired an act of Congress as 
Chief of the Iowa National do all Air Force claims over 
Guard. 


$15,000. He said he was EE 
: : his action in support of legisla- 
Governor Ray said Friday|,. : 
that the order would remain in OP that had been introduced 
effect until he “is satisfied” 


by Iowa Senators Jack Miller 
that claims filed by the two 


and Harold E. Hughes and rep- 
families, totaling $230,000, “will 


Representative HAR: امس‎ 
i een 
be settled by the Federal Gov- Action by Congress nas 
ernment.” è 


delayed by opps T from me 
: ` |Air Force. However, last wee 
aku 0 ee er it notified Congress that it was 
and I intend for it to be. I want dropping its opposition me 
to impress on those Federal TEE: pese ges: 
pas involved UL Nel are nee he settled until after the 
SGA aa ا‎ anung these claims states of Iowa and Wisconsin 
7 ‘Red Ta and the Federal government de- 
er cide who ‘should pay It. 
The Govern id he was 


Adjt. Gen. Joseph "e of the 

; š ها‎ Towa National Guard plans to 

takne ie ae d ape S lave go to Washington tomorrow to 
and buckpassing" that has de- 


meet with Federal officials 
layed settlement of the two “and try to get this thing 
claims. 


settled." He eee al 

the families that he would follow Governor 
و‎ $5,000 in an Ray’s order explicitly and un- 
“emergency” payment while 


less the claims are paid, the 
the other has received $2,000. OWE guard will be motionless 
The families involved are those | or a ۰ 
of Mrs. Marie Tjernagel and 
Mrs. Emma McCarville. 
An Iowa Air Guard F-89 jet 
plane crashed into the Tjerna- 
gel farmhouse a few miles 
northeast of Story City in cen- 
tral Iowa on December 9, 1968. 
A Wisconsin Air Guard F-102 
creashed into the McCarville 
near Creskill in northeast Iowa 
on March 5, 1968. 
The Tjernagels have filed 
damage claims for $130,000 
and the McCarvilles for $86,000. 
While the Federal and State 
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Discuss Iowa Compensation 


lowa National Guard and state officials met 


Monday at the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., with 


National Guard leaders to discuss the grounding by 
Gov. Robert Rav of Iowa National Guard planes and 


vehicles until, two families have been compensated 


for crash damages. Pictured are, seated from left, 
^1 


Maij. Gen. Francis S, Greenlief, chief of the U.S. 
National Guard Bureau; Brig. Gen. Roger Gilbert, 


Iowa Air National Guard commander; Maj. Gen. 
Joseph G. May, Iowa adjutant general; and Wythe 
Willey, executive assistant to Governor Ray. Stand- 
ing are Lt. Col. Dale MacKinnon, legal counsel to 
General Gilbert; Thomas R. Mayer, deputy citizens’ 
aide of Iowa; and John Beamer, lowa assistant at- 
torney general. A settlement for the lowans was 
reached late Monday night. 


Ray Lifts Grounding Order 
On National Guard Vehicles 


Des Moines (AP)—Gov. 
Robert Ray rescinded Tuesday 
his order suspending all lowa 
National Guard plane and 
vehicle movements, saying it 
had accomplished its purpose of 
winning relief for two families 
which suffered losses in 1968 
crashes of two Guard planes. 


Ray told a news conference he 
is satisfied the federal govern- 
ment will promptly take action 
to pay the claims according to 
the agreement, though the final 
amount of each settlement still 
has to be negotiated. 


The claims in the two cases 
have gone unpaid for three years 
while the state and federal 
governments argued which was 
responsible for payment. 

Ray said he issued his 
executive order banning 
-.-vements of National Guard 
lares and vehicles for two 
reasons: "if these planes are 
going to fly around and be 
subject to accidents, the people 
must be protected and they 
haven't been protected; and 
secondly, I wanted to declare 
positively that the government 
can't kick people around.” 

He said his action had 
"precipitated prompt and im- 
mediate action by federal 
authorities to justly settle” 
claims filed by Mrs. Marie 
Tjernagel of Story City, Mrs. 
Emma McCarville of Cresco and 
others affected by the crashes. 

Ray hinted, however, that he 
may consider reimposing the 
ban on movement of lowa Army 
National Guard and lowa Air 
National Guard planes and 
vehicles if proceedings for 
settlement of the claims don’t 
progress to his satisfaction. 

Ray said that ‘to my 
knowledge” this is the first time 


any governor had grounded 
National Guard planes and 
vehicles to force federal set- 
tlement of claims “and I hope it 
won't have to be done again.” 

Meanwhile, legislation to 
require the federal government 
to pay valid claims for damage 
or injury caused by state 
National Guard units on training 
or active duty was introduced in 
Congress by Rep. Neal Smith, D- 
lowa, Tuesday. 

Smith said that if this had been 
the law when Air National Guard 
planes crashed into two lowa 
farm homes in 1968, a three-year 
dispute over claims arising from 
the crashes could have been 
avoided. 

“The main purpose of my bill 
isto remove any legal barriers to 
the payment of claims such as 
the Tjernagels’ in states where 
the state fails to do so,” Smith 
said. 
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* lowa Victim 


By a Staff Writer 


The Iowa attorney general's office has asked Richard G. 
Kleindienst of the United States Justice Department to change 
his opinion about paving the claims of Mrs. Marie Tjernagel of 
Story City for damages from an Air Guard jet plane crash 40 
months ago. 

In a letter to the U.S. director of the Office of Budget and 
Management last January, Kliendienst opposed private bills 
offered by Iowa Senators Jack Miller and Harold E. Hughes 
and Representative H. R. Gross for payment of claims to Mrs. 
Tjernagel and others who suffered damages from the Dec. 9, 
1968, plane crash near Story City. 

Home Destroyed 


The crash destroyed the Tjernagel farm home and posses- 
sions. The family received a $5,000 emergency payment from 
the Air Force shortly after the accident. 

But since then, claims for $133,000 in damages by the 
Tjernagels and several others have been lost in a dispute over 
who is liable, Iowa or the U.S. 

The Air Force refuses to pay the damages for fear of 
establishing precedent; so does the state, which claims the 
plane was on a federal mission at the time of the crash. 

In the latest move in the Tjernagel case, John E. Beamer, 
special assistant to the Iowa attorney general, wrote 
Kleindienst that because of Kleindienst’s opposition to the bills 
of Senators Miller and Hughes and Representative Gross the 
judge advocate general’s office of the Pentagon refused to 
participate in a settlement of the matter. 

In his letter to Kleindienst, Beamer said the U.S. Justice 
Department “apparently was unaware of commitments made” 
by the Air Force in the case. 


On Federal Mission 


Beamer said the record shows without dispute that the 
plane in the crash was on a federal mission and that from 
Dec. 9, 1968, until May 14, 1971, the Air Force indicated to the 
Tjernagels and state officials that the Air Force was “assum- 
ing complete responsibility" for claims resulting from the 
crash. 

"The people of Iowa have questioned why the state and 
federal governments cannot co-operate to the extent of agree- 
ing to pay the victims immediately and then fight it out later 
as to who is responsible,” Beamer said in his letter to 
Kleindienst. 

. Beamer said such a “remedy would certainly be accept- 
able to the state." 

Beamer compared the Tjernagel dilemma to the situation 
of Clarence McCarville, 59, and his 86-year-old mother, Emma, 
after their farm home was destroyed by a Wisconsin Air 
Guard jet crash near Cresco Mar. 5, 1968. 


Since the crash, the McCarvilles have lived in a chicken ' 


coop on their farm site. Air Force officials told the attorneys 
for the McCarvilles they must sue the state of Wisconsin to 
recover damages. 


ya. 


Four Years 

“It is now more than four years since the crash occurred 
and the McCarvilles are still living in a chicken coop,” 
Beamer said. 

Beamer also told Kleindienst that on Mar. 28 (last Tues- 
day), the Iowa attorney general's office received “yet another 
claim for damages involving a military aircraft.” 

The claim is for $41,126.43 for damage caused by an Army 
Guard U6A DeHaviland Beaver fixed wing aircraft during a 
heavy storm last July 8 at the Nevada, Ia., airport. 

A letter from Joseph H. Rouse, acting chief, Army claims 
service, Fort Meade, Md., said a claim filed by F & H 
Enterprises for $41,126.43 in damages to its helicopter when it 
was hit by the Iowa Army Guard plane during the storm 
should be paid by the state. 

The National Guard pilot “followed prudent procedures in 
tying down” his aircraft but the tie down ropes furnished by 
the Nevada airport were not “of sufficient vitality" to hold the 
plane in place in the winds of 80 miles an hour, Rouse said in 
his letter to Nevada officials. 


Army Damage Claim 


Beamer termed the Army request for compensation from 
the state “incredible” and said under the amended Iowa tort 
claims act, effective July 1, 1970, “claims of this type are 
specifically excluded.” 

“State officials question if we will ever see the end to these 
claims involving military aircraft," Beamer wrote Kleindienst. 


“In the light of this background, we urge you to reconsider 
your position as to not jeopardize any payments to the 
Tjernagels or McCarvilles based on prior commitments and 
assumed responsibilities by the Air Force." 


Mrs. Tjernagel's husband, Peter, died at the age of 58 a 
month after the jet crash destroyed their home northeast of 
Story City. 

Since then Mrs. Tjernagel has lived in Story City. She has 
two sons, Michael and Martin, and two daughters, Sigrid and 
Ingeborg. 

When U.S. Representative Nea] Smith (Dem., Ia.) inquired 
about the Tjernagel claim last September he was told by an 
Air Force officer the responsibility for paying the claim was 
the state's. 

Air Force View 

“The Air Force has been unable to identify any OEE 
in authority who promised either the state of Iowa or the 
claimants that the Air Force would settle and pay their 
claims,” said Air Force Col. James J. Shepard in a letter to 
Congressman Smith. 

“The state of Iowa was aware of the cause of the crash.” 
Shepard wrote. “The accident . . .was determined to have 
been caused through pilot error in that an attempt was made 
to engage in acrobatic flying at altitudes too low and at speeds 
too fast to permit recovery of the aircraft. 


“This activity is in violation of Section 328.14, Iowa code, 
and constitutes a breach of due care in the circumstances. 


“The statutes, case law of lowa and collateral investigation 
demonstrate that an adequate remedy exists at law apa 
Iowa for those damages. 

“Therefore, no administrative payment may be made by 
the United States, Claimants’ attorney was advised of the Air 
Force denial on that basis by letter May 14, 1971.” 
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Des Moines, Jawa, Tuesday Morning, April 25, 1972—Tirn Sections 


Air Force to pay 
lowa victims 
of plane crashes 


WASHINGTON (UPI) — The Air Force, a year after being Lv 
stunned by the Iowa Governor, said Monday it is paying out : 
$173,000 to two Iowa families who were virtually wiped out 
more than four years ago when National Guard Planes 
crashed into their homes. 

The families have been years getting any relief as the fed- 
eral and state governments disputed who should pay. 

The story reached national proportions last April when 
Gov. Robert D. Ray grounded the Iowa Guard's planes and 
vehicles to put pressure on the federal government to pay. 
After 24 hours and a pledge of settlement from Washington, 
Ray lifted the order, saying, “we have shown that the federal 
government cannot kick around these people and get away 
with it." 

Mrs. Emma McCarville moved into a remodeled chicken 
coop after a Wisconsin National Guard F1102 destroyed her 
home near Cresco, March 5, 1968. 

Responding to questions from UPI, the Air Force said it 
had paid Mrs. McCarville $15,000 so far and last Wednesday 

x asked Congress for an additional $57,000. That request is 

| expected to be approved and will bring the total payment to 

x the McCarvilles to $72,000. They had asked for $86,000 
originally. 

x Mrs. Marie Tjernagel, whose farmhouse near Story City 

| was obliterated by an Iowa National Guard F-89 Dec. 9, 1968, 

| had filed a claim for $130,000. The Air Force said that claim 1 

| was settled with the payment of $101,330.70 late last year. AY 

| The Tjernagels had filed a claim on June 3, 1970, for 1 

| $101,495.69 and the Air Force had countered with an 

| evaluation of $70,889.32 in damages, including the $5,000 
| emergency payment made shortly after the crash. 

That emergency payment was made “without any ad- 
mission of liability for the accident” according to Air Force 
officials at the time. 

The Tjernagel claim was later increased to the ap- 
proximately $130,000. 

The Air Force had initially considered the Tjernagel 
claim, and then deined the claim saying according to 
Supreme Court decisions National Guardsmen are state 
employes unless they have been specifically federalized by 
the President. The state said the planes were on federal 
missions even though they were not federalized. 

Ray's dramatic action, however, came one week after the 
Air Force told Congress it no longer objected to the Tjer- 
nagel claim. 
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TJERNAGEL SON ON FAMILY'S FARM WHERE IOWA GUARD JET CRASHED 


ARMED FORCES 


Grounded in lowa 


On a crisp morning in March 1968, 
Claccace McCarville was busy feeding 
a flock of turkeys on his northeastern 
lowa farm. Suddenly, a Wisconsin 
Air National Guard F-102 jet fighter 
dropped like a buzz bomb from the sky 
and piled into the McCarville farm- 
house, destroying it and several nearby 
sheds. Nine months later, by implau- 
sible coincidence, an F-89 lowa Air Na- 
tional Guard plane exploded when it 
plowed into the ground 100 ft. from Pe- 
ter Tjernagel's farmhouse in the cen- 
tral part of the state. About 12,000 Ibs. 
of flaming jet fuel spewed from the 
plane and burned everything in sight, in- 
cluding corn cribs, grain bins and a 
$7,700 borrowed combine. 

The McCarvilles filed suit against 
the Air Force, asking $87,758 in dam- 
ages resulting from the crash. The Tjer- 
nagels claimed damages amounting to 
$112,000. Though federal authorities 
gave the McCarvilles $2,000 and 
the Tjernagels $5,000 in “emergency 
funds,” they argued that the planes 
—and the responsibility—belonged to 
the states of lowa and Wisconsin. lowa 
replied that the National Guard planes 
were on federally approved missions 
when the crashes occurred, thus mak- 
ing the Federal Government account- 
able. As the haggling continued, the two 
families settled into makeshift quarters 
—the McCarvilles in a 16-ft. by 14-ft. 
chicken coop and the Tjernagels in a 
rented house. 

Finally, after three years of frustrat- 
ing negotiations, lowa Governor Rob- 
ert Ray cut through the red tape by de- 
vising a neat bureaucratic stroke of his 
own. In his capacity as commander in 
chief of the lowa National Guard, Ray 
order: * all of its 95 aircraft and 1.625 


TIME, MAY 8, 1972 


motor vehicles indefinitely immobilized 
except in the event of a national emer- 
gency. "I am not satisfied,” he said, “that 
what has happened to the Tjernagels 
and the McCarvilles could not happen 
to other lowans.” 

For 24 hours last week, the lowa 
National Guard stood down. Then the 
Air Force gave in. It agreed to pay the 
Tjernagels $75,852 and the McCarvilles 
$52,000 in damages. With that, Ray or- 
dered the planes aloft again. 
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Generations’ roots aid Iowa 
farm family through disaster 


Tjernagel family featured in Cedar Rapids Gazette 


By Peter T. Harstad 

(Taken from The Cedar Rapids 
Gazette: Wednesday, April 11, 
1979.) 


On Dec. 9, 1968, members of 


the Tjernagel family of rural Story 
City in central lowa were just 
sitting down to their evening meal 
when a tremendous explosion 
interrupted their lives. 
Instinctively, they fled from the 
house in the only direction that 
could have saved them, with son 
Michael carrying his arthritic 
father, Peter Tjernagel, to safety. 

What they did not know 
immediately was that a Des 
Moines-based Iowa Air National 
Guard F89 jet fighter had crashed 
between their house and barn. The 
impact and the holocaust that 
followed killed the crew of two 
and destroyed the stately, century- 
old house as well as major farm 
buildings, cars, a considerable 
amount of eauinment (except the 


tractor) and all the family’s 
personal possessions. 

By a miracle, the Tjernagels had 
escaped with their lives, although 
Peter, the farm manager and head 
of the family, died a few weeks 
later. 

Friends and neighbors 
extended help generously as rural 
and small-town Iowans 
customarily do when there is need. 
Housing was provided in Story 
City. A strong and proud mother, 
Marie Tjernagel, and her four 
children ranging in age from 26 .. 
12, began putting their lives 
together as best they could. When 
Michael, the oldest, was drafted 
and sent to Vietnam, heavy 
responsibilities came to rest upon 
Martin, a strapping younster of 18 
with a passion for farm work and 
a sense of duty that belied his age. 

Because the plane had been 
flying on a federal mission, it was 
assumed that the United States 


government would pay the 
damages. Indeed, a payment of 
$5,000 came, but this was only a 
fraction of the amount necessary 
to make restitution and to restore 
the normal pattern of farming and 
living. 

Then weeks stretched into 
months and eventually years while 
the red tape mounted. The Air 
Force locked itself into a position 
that the lowa National Guard was 
responsible and therefore the 
State of Iowa should settle the 
claim. The state countered that 
the plane was on a federal mission 
and therefore the United States 


government must pay the 
Tjernagels. 
Meanwhile, Martin was 


determined to farm. But who 
would lend money to a teen-age 
boy to work lands legally 
beglonging to complicated 
Tjernagel estates? Local bankers 
took heart and got him started. He 
plowed around the ugly crater 
that had been the family 
farmstead for a century, past the 
few singed and sick Norway pines 
that survived the fire. 

The rich Iowa soil that lured his 
forebears to this spot in Hamilton 
County a century ago yielded 
bumper crops of corn” and 
soybeans. Martin fed hogs and 
raised turkeys. He also pulled a 
house trailer to the farm and took 
up residence with his young bide, 
Diane. When Michael came home 
from Vietnam, sick and broken, 
he was told he might never be able 
to work strenuously again. This 
did not deter the brothers from 
talking and planning. When they 
decided to buy the ancestral farm 
from the estates, their credit was 
good and moneylenders obliged. 


Martin worked at least as hard 
as Norwegian-born Ole Andreas 
Tjernagel, his great grandfather, 
who had broken the prairie sod 
with oxen back during the 1860s. 
Michael pitched in when he could 
and steadily gained strength. 
Marie; her two daughters, and 
Martin’s wife, gave love and 
unstinting support in the best 
tradition of the women of 
Follinglo Farm. 

. After all, the farm honored a 
pioneer woman by carrying the 
maiden name of Ole Andreas’ 
wife, Martha Karina. For 11 
decades the women of Follinglo 
have worked beside their men and 
perpetuated an unbroken 
tradition of serving “kringla” to 
-top off a good dinner or a quick 
“lunch imthe field: And little Mark 
Petes, son of. Martin and Diane, 
soon* learned to like the tasty 
Norwegian cookies too. He 
represented the fifth generation of 
Tjernagels to live on the farm, 
albeit in a small trailer. 

inree and a halt years of 
wrangling over the Tjernagel 
claim slipped by with no 
settlement in sight. When a story 
about Marie appeared in the 
newspaper, a sociology class at 
Story City Public High School 
began a letter-writing campaign. 
In April 1972, lowa Gov. Robert 
D. Ray announced that he was 
“fed up” with the delays. But it 
proved difficult even for a 

governor to get leverage on the 

federal government. 
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Finally, Ray got the idea of 
using his constitutional powers to 
ground all National Guard planes 
in Iowa. He did just that and also 
forbade the movement of all other 
Guard vehicles in the state. This 
prompted the Air Force to agree 
to partial payment of the claim, 
whereupon Ray asserted that he 
would not lift his order until he 
received conclusive assurance that 
the claim would be paid promptly 
and in full. Such a promise came 
within hours. 

And what has happened to the 
Tjernagels ‘since 1972? Marie 
supports herself by working for 
Residence Halls at Iowa State 
University in Ames, and she and 
her two married daughters 
frequently visit the farm. Most of 
the settlement money was 
d ..-ibuted to estates, but Michael 
Bni Martin now have a firm hold 
C. sur یره‎ macs ianu aiid are 
renting additional fields nearby. 
Martin lives with his family in an 
attractive ranch-style home near 
the scene of a crash he would like 
to forget.. Michael lives with his 
wife a mile and a half away. 


Who is to say that lowans have 
lost their vigor and idealism when 
men like Ole Andreas and Martin, 
separated by a century, are so 
strikingly similar? They have 
prayed to the same God (Ole 
Andreas in Norwegian and 
Martin in English) and are 
grateful to him for the bounties he 
bestows through the soil they both 
have cultivated. 

One of Ole Andreas' sons (who 
composed music and wrote essays 
at Follinglo Farm until Martin 
was eight years old) explained that 
“having cleverly picked the right 
spot to live,” his people must also 
be mindful of esthetics. Beauty 
must not be forgotten in the chase 
for wealth and comforts. And 
unless there be music and poetry. 
in a man’s soul, there will be no 
loveliness about his VERI, ar. 
buildings,” 

Life on Follinglo Farm has: led 
to the realization that utility and 
beauty are both served best when 
they go hand in hand. To pursue 
the good life, each generation of 
Tjernagr!- ¡and lowans) must 
learn thi. ۷۰ 


Peter T. Harstad of Iowa City 
has been director of the State | 
Historical Society there since 


1972. Before thé destruction of the = 


farmstead he writes about, 
members of the Tjernagel family 
had fortunately deposited a 
collection of papers at the society 
where they may be consulted by 
family members or other 


"T^ 


interested parties. In forwarding 
this article, Dr. Harstad asks: 
“Have you taken proper care of 
the historical: papers in your 


: possession?" He invites readers to 


visit, write or call the society at 
402 Iowa Avenue in lowa City, 
(319) 338-5471. 

Mr. Harstad is a cousin of the 
Tjernagel family. 
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Over the Coffee e 


Workings of 
An Idle Mind 


GOV. Robert Ray gave the na- 
tion a lesson in simplifying the 
military-industrial complex last 
week. 

It’s the Gordian knot theory of 
problem solving. 

For those of you who haven't 
reread ancient Greek lately, the 
Gordian knot was an intricately 
tied piece of rope that defied all 
efforts made to untie it. The 
oracle of the time foretold that 
whoever could manage the job 
would rule all of Asia. 

No one could untie it, and no 
one ruled all of Asia until 
Alexander the Great showed up. 
He stood before the knot, stud- 
ied the problem for a moment, 
the pulled out his sword and 
chopped it in half. 

That's pretty much what Robert 
the Great did. The Air Force had 
taken a simple matter - paying 
peoplefor houses their planes had 
crashed into - and balled it into a 
complex knot of red tape. They 
argued about it, and senators and 
representatives offered bills to 
unravel the situation, but noth- 
ing worked until Governor Ray 
came along with his hatchet. 

He took the flyboys' toys away, 
and the next thing you knew, they 
were writing out checks. 

THE SCENARIO probably 
went something like this (if it 
didn't, it should have): 

"Say fellows," said the gover- 
nor, you broke the windows of 
these people, not to mention ev- 
erything holding up the windows. 
You ought to pay for it.” 


A GOOD HIJACKING OVER IOWA 


"We don't want to pay for it” 

the federal officials said. “We 
didn't do it.” 
"People saw you do it. It was no 
coincidence that those houses 
collapsed when the planes hit 
them." 

"We didn't do it and, besides we 
didn't mean to. Any way, the 
planes weren’t even ours. They 
belonged to the National Guard.” 

“They were on federal business 
andit's your responsibility. You'll 
have to pay up.” 

“We destroy whole cities in 
Southeast Asia and nobody has to 
pay. We don't see why we should 
have to pay fora couple of crummy 
farms.” 

“You're making me mad,” said 


the governor. 
41 


“That's no skin off our noses. 
We don't think we should pay 
and we're not going to. So there!” 

“OKAY, you asked for it. I’m 
taking away your airplanes and all 
the keys to your trucks until you 
prove to me you can behave in a 
responsible manner.” 

“Aw gee, Governor, That's not 
fair. None of the other governors 
do that. Couldn't we just make 
one little mock attack on Mason 
City, just one?” 

“No. You're grounded until 
further notice. 

“All right, we'll pay. Gee, you 
never let us have any fun.” 

If more elected officials took a 
firmer hand, there wouldn't beso 
many military delinquents run- 
ning around today. 
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